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Art. I. Historical Sketch of the United Brethren or Moravians. 
(Continued from page 55.) 

After the total loss of religious liberty in Bohemia and Moravia, the 
members of the Brethren’s Church, who had not emigrated into Protes- 
tant states, by degrees submitted to the reigning superstition. Even those 
who could not conscientiously embrace the unscriptural system of na- 
tional faith, lost the vitality of religion, and for the most part satisfied 
themselves with a theoretical knowledge of evangelical truth, and recti- 
tude of external deportment. But God, “who knoweth them that are 
his,” was graciously pleased to awaken in the posterity of the ancient 
Brethren, a new and ardent desire to know, and love and worship him, 
not in the letter only, but in spirit and in truth, and entirely to disenthral 
themselves from the fetters of spiriteal bondage. This awakening com- 
menced about the year 1715, and its first powerful influence was felt in 
the family of George Jaeschke, mentioned in the former part of this 
history. 

While new life was thus communicated to the faithful remnant in Mo- 
ravia, the Holy Spirit breathed at the same time upon the dry bones in 
Bohemia. So that, while the descendants of the Moravian Brethren, in 
Fulnek and the adjacent villages, were stirred np to seek the Lord and 
his salvation, their fellow confessors in Leutmischel and Landscrone, 
were inflamed with the same desire, and this without any previous con- 
cert, or communication with each other. In the renewal of the Breth- 
ren’s Church, both these branches were gradually united, the Moravian 
Brethren taking the lead in the emigration. 

The instrument, employed by God for fanning the latent fire among 
the posterity of the Brethren in Moravia, was, in the first instance a dis- 
charged soldier from Silesia, who circulated several evangelical books 
among them, and introduced them to the Lutheran clergyman at Teschen 
on the Silesian frontiers. They frequently attended his sermons, though 
they had to go a distance of more than thirty English miles. His 
zea! ous testimony of the gospel, together with the perusal of evangelical 
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publications, led them to a clearer knowledge of divine truth ; but they 
were still defective in true love to Jesus, and thus wanted the main 
spring of true piety. ‘To promote this God had prepared another in- 
strument in one of their own countrymen—Christian David, who was 
a principal mover in their emigration. 

Christian David was born in the village of Seuftleben in Moravia, on 
the last day of the year 1690. He wasa zealous Roman Catholic, 
“and,” to use his own expression, ‘‘in the performance of his devotions, 
crept on his knees round the images of the blessed virgin, till his whole 
body burnt like an oven.” Atthe same time he strongly felt for the 
workings of sin, which plunged him into the deepest distress of soul, 
for he had no friend to shew him the right way, and, however frequent 
and earnest his penances and his invocations of saints, they yielded no 
comfort to his distracted mind. 

While living in Holeschan he formed an acquaintance with some in- 
dividuals who rejected image worship, pilgrimages, and the whole sys- 
tem of popery as human traditions. ‘These opinions could not remain 
long concealed, especially as their abettors met together for religious 
edification, and read forbidden books. They were secured and confined 
in a cellar; but here they employed themselves night and day in pray- 
ing and singing. Christian David was astonished at these things but 
could not comprehend them. ‘They, however, gave the first check to 
his superstition, which had been almost unbounded. 

In Holeschan he had also frequent intercourse with the Jews, who 
had a synagogue in thattown. Observing their zeal tor the law of their 
athers, new perplexities agitated his mind, and he was at a loss to de- 
termine, whether the Jews, or the Roman Catholics, or those cast into 
prison possessed the true religion. He was then twenty years old and 
had never seen a Bible; but hearing now that it was the word of God, 
his desire to procure one was very great. ‘This desire was at length 
gratified, and he read in it during every leisure moment; the more dili- 
gently he read it, comparing the Old with the New Testament, the more 
was he convinced of its divine authority; the painful conflict between 
the flesh and the spirit yielded to the power of the word of God, and 
his mind was filled with joy and peace in believing. Ever after the 
scriptures were the principal book he read. His mind which had _ re- 
ceived but little scientific culture, was hereby furnished with a rich fund 
of spiritual knowledge, which he well knew how to apply when addres- 
sing nis fellow sinners on divine subjects, and which was signally blessed 
by God to the edification of many. ‘This circumstance also gave a pe- 
cularity to his style of speaking and writing, as his phraseology was al- 
most purely biblical. 

Being now fully convinced of the errors of popery, he resolved to join 
the Lutherans. ‘To effect this he travelled into Hungary, where the 
Protestants had several congregations. But in one place his design was 
discovered by the priests, who threatened him with the stake ; and in 
another the Lutheran clergyman informed him, that he could not receive 
him without subjecting himself to a heavy punishment. This determin- 
ed him to go to Saxony, from whence he proceeded to Berlin. Here 
the Rev. Mr. Schmid, after previous instruction, admitted him to the 
Lord’s Supper in the Lutheran Church. Observing that the generality 
of Lutherans led very careless and even wicked lives, and that any in- 
dividual, earnestly seeking the salvation of his soul, was exposed to 
taunts and reproach; he resolved to enlist as a soldier, fancying he 
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would have more leisure in that state to attend to spiritual things. His 
hopes were, however, disappointed; his discharge was therefore not 
unwelcome. 

In 1717 he paid his first visit to his native village, where he soon be- 
came acquainted with the family of the Neissers, who were grandsons 
of George Jaeschke. On one occasion he explained to them the words 
of the apostle: “ Knowing this that the trial of your faith worketh pa- 
tience; but let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire wanting noting. If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of 
God,” &c. They were astonished at his discourse, the more so as they 
knew him to be an illiterate man. His words penetrated their souls 
and disclosed to them the deceitfulness of their hearts. This made them 
desirous of obtaining more light; and as they beheld nothing but dark- 
ness around them, they entreated him to look out for a place where 
they mightssettle ; for they fancied ad/ Protestants were like him. 

He repeated his visit in little more than a year, and explained to them 
the words of our Saviour; “ Every one that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands 
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundred fold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life.” This address increased their desire to emigrate, for 
where they then lived they saw nothing but misery before them, being 
forced to the observance of many superstitious rites, which were contra- 
ry to the word of God and against their consciences. 

However, as they could not immediately effect their emigration, 
Christian David advised them to attend divine service in the Lutheran 
Church in Teschen. ‘The incumbent at that time was the Rev. John 
Adam Stinmez. He and his two colleagues, Muthman and Sassadius, 
preached with great power. ‘Their auditories were uncommonly large. 
No less than forty.thousand Germans and thirty thousand Poles belong- 
ed to the congregation, and many Moravians, residing in the frontier 
towns, occasionally attended their ministry. ‘To these clergymen the 
Neissers discovered their intention to emigrate ; but they advised them 
against it, alledging, that they would every where find great corruption 
and many hindrances to conversion, true christians being always perse- 
cuted by the world This threw them into great perplexity, not know- 
ing what todo. But while they were laying their difficulties before the 
Lord in fervent prayer, and entreating his help, he was preparing the 
way for their complete emancipation from spiritual thraldom. 

Christian David, after several fruitless attempts to find an asylum for 
his oppressed countrymen, was at length providentially directed to ap- 
ply to Count Zinzindorf. After minute enquiry into the circumstances 
of these people, the Count promised that if they emigrated he would use 
his interest for them, and in the meantime receive them on his estate 
Berthelsdorf, not far from Goerlitz. Encouraged by this promise Chris- 
tian David hastened to Moravia, no sooner had he informed the two 
brothers, Augustin and Jacob Neisser, of the Count’s promise, thas they 
resolved to forsake all and emigrate, “for,” said they, “ this is God’s 
doing.” The step they were going to take required not a little decision 
and fortitude. They were obliged to leave house and home, an exten- 
sive business and considerable property, and to separate themselves from 
a large circle of friends and relations, to whom they durst not say a 
word of their intention lest they should be betrayed. 

At the appointed time they all assembled at Jacob Neisser’s house. 
The company consisted of Augustin and Jacob Neisser, their wives and 
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four children, (viz. a boy of six years, a girl of three, and twins only 
twelve weeks old,) their cousin Michael Jaeschke, eighteen years of age, 
and a young Woman, Martha Neisser. Soon after 12 o'clock at night on 
Wednesday the 25th of May, 1722, they commenced their pilgrimage 
conducted by Christian David, who led them through untfrequented 
paths across the mountains to the frontiers of Silesia, and arrived safely 
the next day at Nieder Wiese, the first Protestant town. Having left their 
families at Goerlitz, the two Neissers and Christian David proczeded to 
the estate of Count Zinzindorf. The Count being in Dresden, his grand- 
mother, the lady Von Gersdorf, who resided at Hennesdorf, resolved 
that the emigrants should be provided for at Berthelsdorf, a village about 
two English miles from Hennesdorf, and of which Count Zinzindorf was 
proprietor. To this village the Moravians were sent, being recommend- 
ed by Mr. Rothe, minister of Berthelsdorf, to Mr. Heitz, steward to 
Count Zinzindorf. 

It was thought best to choose some spot where they might form a 
colony of their own—and not build in the village ; the place chosen for 
building was on the declivity of the Hutberg, a hill on the high road 
from Loeban to Zittah. It was then a dreary wilderness, covered with 
forest trees and bushes, and the ground a complete swamp, with not a 
human habitation in the neighborhood. The objection of Augustin 
Neisser’s wife, therefore, was well founded, who exclaimed: “‘ Whence 
shall we get bread in this desert?” But she was silenced by another 
who in a tone of firm confidence replied: “If thou wouldst believe thou 


“ shouldst see the glory of God.” Christian David full of faith and cour- 


age, striking his axe into a tree, repeated the words of the Psalmist : 
‘Here the sparrow has found a house, and the swallow a nest for her- 
self, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord of Hosts, 
my King and my God.” Ps. Ixxxiv. 3. 

On the 17th of June, 1722, the first tree was felled* for the building 
of the first house of the new settlement. Amidst great poverty and 
many difficulties, and exposed to the taunts of travellers, the Moravian 
emigrants continued their work in faith and hope, and by the end of 
October had so far finished their building that it could be inhabited. 
The name of Herrn-hut was given to the new settlement by Mr. Heitz, 
before the first house was erected, in a communication to Count Zin- 
zindorf, wherein he says: ‘ We have called this place Herrn-nut, to 
remind us, on the one hand, that the Lord is our protector and keeper, 
and on the other that it isour duty to stand in the watch-tower and keep 
ward.” This is in allusion to the meaning of the word Herrn-hut, 
which has a double signification, and may be translated, either the object 
of the Lord’s protection, or, the watch of the Lord. 

The emigration of the Neissers exposed their relatives to heavy trials. 
They were required to discover the retreat of their brothers, and refu- 
sing to do this, were thrown into prison. The severity with which they 
were treated, induced them, when set at liberty, to forsake all, and with 
their families, consisting of eighteen persons, to follow their brethren to 
Herrn-hut, where they arrived in the spring of 1728, and were affec- 
tionately received. 

Towards the close of the same year, Christian David, who, regardless 
of every danger, was never more in his element than when he found an 





* On the spot where this tree stood, a stone monument has since been erected perpetu- 
ating the event. 
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opportunity of assisting the posterity of the ancient Brethren in obtain- 
ing liberty of conscience, undertook another journey to Moravia, and 
visited several villages. His powerful testimony of the gospel, and the 
account he gave of the grace prevailing at Herrn-hut, excited great sen- 
sation throughout the neighborhood. By the searching discourses of the 
two brothers, David and Melchior Nitschmann, the number of persons 
who were sincerely seeking the salvation of their souls rapidly increas- 
ed. ‘They assembled in several places, in companies of more than a 
hundred, and spent the greater part of the night in religious conversa 
tion and prayer. The concern to seek the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, became so general that this subject formed almost the ex- 
clusive topic of discourse, wherever two or three met together. Neither 
threatening nor reproach could damp their zeal, or repress their praises 
to God for these days of divine visitation, in which they were so mightily 
excited to follow the faith of their fathers. 

It was not to be expected that these proceedings would be long be- 
held with indifference, by those who hated the light of evangelical truth. 
The district in which this awakening principally took place, belonged to 
the Jesuits of Olmutz. By their instigation the civil power was employ- 
ed to crush the rising cause of Christ. Religious meetings were strictly 
forbidden, and those who promoted or attended them were cruelly per- 
secuted. 

Many were imprisoned ; and as the gaols could not contain all, some 
were shut up in stables and offensive places, others were thrust into 
cellars and forced to stand in water till they were nearly frozen to death, 
Sometimes, however, their enemies were restrained by a higher hand, 
from proceeding to the lengths they intended. Thus it once happened 
in Kunnewalde, where the Brethren often assembled in large companies 
at each others’ houses, for the purpose of edification, that a police offi- 
cer, having entered the house of David Nitschmann, where more than 
one hundred and fifty were assembled, in his hurry seized all the books 
within his reach, but offered no other molestation, and then proceeded 
to another house for the same purpose. Fearing the people, he took a 
number of persons with him. When they entered the place of meeting 
the Brethren began to sing, with loud voices, the following stanza of 
one of Luther's hymns. 

‘If the whole world with devils swarm'd, 
That threaten’d us to swallow, 
We will not fear, for we are arm’d, 
And victory must follow : 
We dare the devil’s might, 
His malice, craft and spite ; 
Tho’ he may us assail, 
He never shall prevail ; 
The Word of God shall conquer.” 
The officer commanded silence ; but they repeated the verse, which so 
confounded him, that he threw down the books he had collected and ran 
out of the house. But on the following day twenty persons, all heads 
of respectable families were thrown into prison. This cruel treatment 
defeated its own object, as many were thereby induced to forsake their all, 
and emigrate, which they were obliged to do with the greatest secrecy. 

On the arrival in Herrn-hut of any emigrants, they were subjected 
to a strict examination concerning their reasons for leaving Moravia; 
and those only were permitted to stay who could satisfactorily prove, 
that they had taken this step purely for the gospel’s sake. All others 
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were indeed hospitably entained, but sent back as soon as possible, be- 
ing provided with money needful for their journey. Count Zinzindort 
in most cases gave them a letter to the magistrate of the district to 
which they belonged. This measure was rendered necessary for two 
reasons. First, to prevent persons of a dubious character from settling 
at Herrn-hut; and, secondly, to remove all suspicions from the civil and 
ecclesiastical government in Moravia, that inducements were held out 
to the emigrants to leave home. With a view of coming to an amica- 
ble understanding on this subject, Count Zinzindorf waited in person on 
the Cardinal Bishop of O!mutz, at Kremsir in Moravia, and on the Im- 
perial Counsellor. His conferences with them elicited this final answer 
on the part of the government, “ that no religious liberty could be grant- 
ed in the country, but that none should be prevented from emigrating 
in stillness; but such as returned and instigated others to emigrate, 
must abide by the consequences.” 

The Moravians in Herrn-hut, however, showed great reluctance to 
adhere to this regulation, and, notwithstanding their deference to Count 
Zinzindorf, were not disposed to yield implicit obedience to it. Many 
went secretly to Moravia, in order to rescue their nearest relations and 
intimate friends from spiritua] tyranny. Christian David more espe- 
cially was not to be restrained. He considered himself as called by God, 
to instruct his countrymen in the way of salvation, and to assist all who 
desired it, to obtain their liberty. On his repeated journies into Mora- 
via, he was often in imminent danger of his lite, but experienced no less 
frequently the most signal deliverance. He also took a journey into Bo- 
hemia to discover the descendants of the Bohemian branch of the Breth- 
ren’s church, And wherever he visited, his testimony of Jesus was 
blessed for the awakening and conversion of many. By his endeavors, 
and those of others, the light of divine truth still spread in Moravia, and 
the emigration continued for some time; so that five years after the build- 
ing of Herrn-hut, thirty-four houses had been erected, and inhabited by 
about three hundred persons, of whom at least one half were Moravian 
exiles, and lineal descendants of the ancient Brethren’s church. 

All the difficulties, unavoidably connected with the formation of a new 
colony, especially when undertaken by such poor and despised people 
as the Moravian Brethren, were rendered easy to them, and all their 
troubles were sweetened by the grace which prevailed among them, by 
their zeal in the cause of God, and by the Christian spirit which influen- 
ed all their proceedings. A few extracts from a letter written by Au- 
gustin Neisser, will serve to display the spirit which animated the first 
inhabitants of Herrn-hut. 

“The love which fills the soul, when the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts, and we are united by the love of Christ, into one body un- 
der Him the Head, is far better known by experience, than described in 
words. May Jesus by his almighty power, confirm, strengthen, pre- 
serve and increase in us this holy flame, till it shall be perfected in eter- 
nal life. ‘If we love one another God dwelleth in us, and his love is 
pertected in us. Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his Spirit!) The conversation is indeed very 
different from that of others. It seeks deep into the heart: and I can 
hear witness that by the power of God your discourses have often pene- 
trated my heart. Few hours pass in which I have not the most lively 
recollections of the subjects we used to discourse upon. Some of those 
subjects I did not then understand, much less experience: but God be 
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praised, who confirms in one so poor and weak as I am, the truth of his 
divine word, having given me a right understanding into the way of a 
sinner’s justification and sanctification, and taught me that justification 
by faith, and righteousness of life, are not to be confounded, and that 
true love to God and man, is the fruit of faith, derived from the fulness 
of Jesus; and that, ‘God hath chosen us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world, that we should walk holy and unblameably before him in 
love. Without this faith all is mere delusion, which can never reno- 
vate the heart; and it is to be feared that many thus believe to their 
eternal damnation. May God so enlighten the eyes of our understand- 
ing, that we may know the power of evangelical truth, whereby all are 
saved who believe, and each ‘may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints!’ 
I wish, my dear brother, that I might be permitted once more in my life 
to converse with you, and that this might take place in Herrnhut: there 
you would see with your own eyes the wonders God hath wrought for 
us within these few years; whose glory would have been still more 
mauifest, if we had not often impeded his work. But thanks be to him 
for what he hath done! For my own person I experience what the 
Son of God saith, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.’ May our great King 
Jesus, who has begun to establish his kingdom in very many places, de- 
fend it against the powers of darkness, and give might and victory to 
his people.” 

The proceedings of the Moravian exiles acquired in a short time too 
much notoriety to be long beheld with indifference by others; and the 
newly formed congregation had in its very infancy, to pass through evil 
as well as good report. Herrnhut was therefore visited by persons of 
all descriptions, who came to see and hear for themselves. Others, liv- 
ing at too great a distance, requested information by letters, or solicited 
information of the Brethren. This led to the sending of Deputations 
into several, and often very remote countries. Thus a door of useful- 
ness was opened to them, for displaying the spirit of their ancestors, by 
showing the same zeal fur propagating the gospel wherever opportunity 
offered. 

The early exertions of the Brethren, to extend the kingdom of Christ, 
were not limited to Europe and its Christian population. They burned 
with desire to preach Christ in those regions of the globe, where his 
name had hitherto remained wholly unknown, viewing a// mankind as 
equally involved in sin and ruin through the apostacy of the first Adam 
and their own disobedience; they longed to diffuse among them the 
knowledge of the second Adam, who is the Lord from heaven, that by 
faith in him they might participate in his redemption. Constrained by 
the love of Christ, they considered his command, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature,” as binding on them, 
and panted for an opportunity of obeying it. The more destitute, de- 
graded and savage any people were, the greater was their pity for them, 
and the stronger their desire to offer to them the consolations of the 
gospel. 

Actuated by these principles we find them consulting together, as 
early as the year 1728, on the practicability of converting Greenland- 
ers, Negro slaves, and other barbarous nations, to the faith of Christ; 
though at that time they saw little prospect of realizing their wish. 

Two years after, an apparently trifling, butin its consequences most 
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important occurrence, prepared the way for the realization of their 
hopes. Count Zinzindorft being in Copenhagen for the purpose of at- 
tending the coronation of king Christian VI. of Denmark, his domestics 
became acquainted with a Negro of the name of Anthony. This man 
visited Herrnhut, and by his account of the deplorable condition of the ; 
Negro slaves in the West Indies, revived and strengthened, in the 
minds of the Brethren, the previously existing desire of preaching the 
gospel to them. ‘Two young men and intimate friends, Leonard Dobers 
and ‘Thomas Leupold, were stirred up to devote themselves to this ser- 
vice. Each having first examined himself on the sincerity of his motives, 
and intreated the Lord to direct him, they communicated their thoughts 
to each other, and were much strengthened in their purpose by the cor- 
respondence of their views. ‘They determined to disclose their senti- a 
ments in a letter to count Zinzindorf, who rejoiced at their zeal. 
Their letter was afterwards read to the congregation, without howev- 
er disclosing the names of the writers. ‘They declared themselves wil- v 
ling, even to sacrifice life in the service of Christ, and, should it be re- 
quired, to sell themselves for slaves, if thereby they might gain but one 
soul for Him. 
Their object, however, was generally disapproved, being considered 
as the effect of youthful, though well meant zeal, and not likely to suc- 
ceed. This opposition occasioned the delay of a whole year, which af- 
forded ample time for all parties to weigh maturely the subject in all its 
bearings. Leonard ober remained firm to his purpose, but at the 
suggestion of count Zinzindorf, consented to have it decided by the lot, 
agreeably to the practice of the ancient Brethren’s Church in the case & 
of any important but doubtful enterprise. This was accordingly done, 
and the lot decided, THaT HE sHOULD Go. Al! minds were now set at 
rest. The success with which the Lord has been pleased to crown 
their missionary labors, has fully satisfied the Brethren, that, in this in- 
stance, they right.y interpreted his will. ‘Those going to the Danish 
island of St. Thomas, in the West Indies, left Herrnhut on the 2ist of 
August, 1732, and those going to Greenland, in the succeeding January, 
1733. Preparations were soon made for missions in North and South 
America. 
Many difficulties impeded the early labors of the Missionaries, the b 
necessity imposed on them by the poverty of their church, to support 
themselves by the labor of their hands, was attended not only with great 
personal inconvenience, but trenched upon the time and care, which - 
ought to have been solely devoted to the duties of their proper calling. 
Their want of a liberal education rendered the acquisition of foreign 
and barbarous languages, like the Greenlandic, Arawka and others, very 
difficult, retarded the translation of the Holy Scriptures into those lan- 
guages, and thereby deprived them of the principal means of conver- 
sion. Lastly, the novelty of the work, ia which they had no predeces- 
sors, or at least none by whose advice and example they could profit, 
rendered them liable to commit mistakes, both in the mode of preaching 
to the Heathen, and conducting the missionary service in general. 
Considering these and many other disadvantages, with which the ear- 
ly missionaries of the Brethren’s Church had to contend, the pious ob- 
server of their proceedings will be excited to devout acknowledgments 
for the grace of God, which attended their labours. He will glorify God - 
for their disinterested zeal, their patient self-denial, their unremitting 
exertions, and their persevering constancy, which, being induced and 
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influenced by the love of Christ, no adverse circumstances could extin- 
guish. And now, when the character and work of a Missionary are 
honored, when his temporal comforts are liberally supplied, and when 
in the Brethren’s Church as well as in other Christian communities, pro- 
vision is made for his acquiring a competent knowledge of human learn- 
ing; we may wish that the spirit, that animated the fathers of the 
Brethren’s Church, may descend to their latest posterity. 
[To be continued ] 


Art. Il. Charges Delivered at the Installation of the Rev. John G. 
Smart, to the pastoral inspection of the Associate Presbyterian 
Congregation in the City of Baltimore, Md. May 2, 1838.—By Rev. 
C. Wesster. 

(Continued from page 190.) 
CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE. 

BeLovep Breturen, 

This day’s transaction calls loudly upon you for thanksgiving to 
God. Afterseveral years of privation and much tossing, your eyes 
now behold your teacher. God has afflicted and tried, but not forsaken 
you. Let then all painful recollections of the past be swallowed up 
and forgotten in the general joy which ought to pervade every bosom 
on an occasion like the present. And “ the Lord make you glad accord- 
ing to the days wherein he has afilicted you, and the years wherein 
you have seen evil.” 

But your responsibility is also augmented by an increase of privi- 
leges; and the messenger which the Lord has sent among you must ne- 
cessarily become the bearer either of heavy or joyful tidings. To 
some of you his message will doubtless be fraught with unspeakable 
blessings, and there is little doubt that to others it will prove a burden of 
wrath. Of the latter kind was the message which the prophet Isaiah 
was compelled to bear to the rebellious house of Israel—* The voice of 
the Lord said” to him, “go and tell this people, hear ye indeed, but un- 
derstand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart 
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes, lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with 
the heart, and convert and be healed.” It is true this tremendous mes- 
sage, strictly speaking, forms no part of the gospel proclamation; but 
is nevertheless the awful and inevitable resuit of its abuse or wilful re- 
jection. It is a wall of fire around the gospel, protecting it from the in- 
sults of ungodly men. When the Son of God appeared on earth in our 
nature, he was “sent for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.” 
According to ancient prediction—* he shall be for asanctuary; but also 
for a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to both the houses of Is- 
rael; fora gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And 
many among them shall stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snared, 
and be taken.” And the same thing is true of every faithful servant of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If men quarrel with the instrument, they fight 
against the hand that holds it. And they that reject the servants of 
Christ, reject Christ himself, and they that reject Christ, reject the 
Father who sent him. 
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Consequently, the settlement of a gospel ministry among a people is 
the most important event that can befall them in the providence of God. 
Your minister has been this day set over you, not only for the defence 
of the gospel, but “ for the fall and rising again” of many among you. 
For the gospel proclamation is backed with the sovereign authority of 
Jehovah. It is an offer of mercy carrying in it all the binding obliga- 
tion of an imperative law. The same God who declares “ the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die,” also declares “ he that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed.’ So that the gospel of the grace of God may no more be trifled 
with than the law of his justice. And when a people have long enjoy- 
ed the means of grace to no good purpose—when religious duties sink 
into amere form, so as to become * vain oblations’—when attainments 
in knowledge become the aliment of pride, so that a people are wise in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight—when men are honor- 
ed or despised in the church merely on account of their outward condi- 
tion—when their profession is maintained according to the maxims of 
human policy—when there is respect of persons in judgment, so that 
“they justify the wicked for a reward, and take away the righteousness 
of the righteous from him—when sordid avarice becomes the Alpha and 
Omega of their existence, so that they join house to house and field to 
field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midst 
of the earth’—when mirth, and drunkenness, and debauchery absorb the 
faculties of the soul and fill up the measure of their days, so that they 
rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink, and the 
harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feasts ; then 
it is that their eves are suuv, their ears are cLosep, and their hetrt 
made rat. Then it is, that they become like barren spots of earth 
bringing forth only thorns and briars, and are rejected of God, are nigh 
unto cursing, and their end is to be burned. Then it is, that the gospel 
becomes a savour of death unto death; and the faithful preaching of the 
gospel only inflames the lusts, accelerates the downward course, and ag- 
gravates the eternal condemnation of such a people. 

But beloved, we hope better things of you, and things which accom- 
pany salvation, though we thus sneak. And that you may be made 
partakers of better things through the instramentality of your minister, 
I charge you, in the name and by the authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ— 

Give diligent and prayerful attention to his instructions. You have 
heard that he must give himself wuouty to the work of the ministry ; 
and it follows that you must hear him constantly. For the duties of 
ministers and people are reciprocal. So far as outward means are 
concerned, the word is the grand instrument of salvation. Itis by the 
word you must be born again. (1 Pet. i. 23.) It is by the word that 
vour sanctification must be promoted and carried on to perfection. (John 
xvii. 17.) It is by the word that you must be preserved from apostacy 
and ruin. For you “are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ;” and “ faith cometh by hearing.” Alas! for the inattention, 
levity, and indifference of gospel hearers! Alas! how few attend the 
preaching of the gospel at all! And how few of those who do attend 
are benefitted! It appears as though God had poured upon this gene- 
ration a spirit of deep sleep. ‘The lively oracles of God have become 
to many a sealed book, “ which men deliver to one that is learned, say- 
ing, read this I pray thee; and he saith, [ cannot: for it is sealed: and 
the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, read this I pray 
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thee ; and he saith, | am not learned.” (Is. xxix. 11, 12.) One is too 
learned and another is too ignorant either to read the scriptures or hear 
the gospel preached; and so they wrap it up. But we beseech you, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, let your conduct be different. Letno 
unwarrantable excuse detain you from the house of God, whenever his 
word is spoken. It is not the authority of man but of God that binds 
you to pursue this course of conduct. For what saith the scripture ? 
“He that turneth away his ear from Hearne the law, even his praver 
shall be abomination.” (Prov. xxviii. 9,) And again, * Blessed is he 
that readeth and they that Hear the words of this prophecy, aud keep 
the things which are written therein; for the time is at hand.”— 
(Rev. i. 3.) 

Submit yourselves in the Lord to the reproofs, admonitions, and if need 
be. rebukes of your minister. You have heard that he must watch for 
souls, for your souls. And it may become his painful duty at times not 
only to reprove, but also to inflict the just censures of the church, 
which have been ordained by the King of Zion, and which are designed 
for the recovery of the backsliding ; for the excision of unsound mem- 
bers, and as a caution to all tobe prayerful and watchful. ‘“ Of some 
have compassion, making a difference ; and others save with fear, pull- 
ing them out of the fire ; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.” 
(Jude, verse 23.) In this work the minister's hands should be strength- 
ened by the counsel and co-operation of the eldership, who are equally 
responsible with the minister for the comely order and purity of the 
congregation. Let not the faithful discharge of their official duties be 
offensive to you. Let not their smiting break your head; but account 
it as a precious oil. So longas they judge for the Lord, the Lord is 
with them in the judgment. ‘Therefore, we beseech you, “obey them 
that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for 
your souls as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy 
and not with grief; for this is unprofitable for you.” 

Be much engaged in prayer for your minister. If an inspired apostle 
regarded an interest in the prayers of christians of so much importance, 
that he not only exhorted, but enjoined it upon them as a duty to pray 
forhim; how much more urgent must be the necessity of ordinary 
ministers, and how much more imperious the obligation resting upon 
you to pray for your minister? You have heard that the work of the 
ministry is exceedingly great and difficult; that no man is sufficient for 
the right discharge of its high and holy functions any further than he is 
enabled by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Independent of the 
magnitude of their work, ministers of the gospel are more exposed to 
temptations than any other class of men on earth. ‘ Within are fears ;” 
he is conscious of his own weakness; that he bimself has only a_par- 
tial knowledge of divine mysteries; that he is constantly exposed from 
extraneous influences which bear upon him on every side; that his best 
performances are immeasurably below the excelleney and dignity of 
the gospel; and he fears that evil may result through his imperfection, 
when he is most anxious to do good—*“ Without are fightings;” the 
selfishness of men raises their expectations of a minister's duties beyond 
all reasonable bounds, the ignorant will pervert his greatest virtues into 
unpardonable faults; the lukewarm and indifferent are offended with 
earnest appeals to the conscience; and the zealot, whose zeal is not tem- 
pered with knowledge, is amazed that a minister should be so cold and 
doctrinal. But in addition to this, party spirit, and prejudice, and the 
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natural versatility of man, and the love of novelty, and the natural re- 
pugnance of the human heart to that holiness w hich the gospel requires, 
and the restless malice, and the violent opposition of the enemies of the 
truth, together with the “fiery darts” of satan, all conspire to render 
the ministerial office one of difficulty and danger; and all unite in de- 
manding from you a faithful discharge of this duty. Let, then, your 
minister be constantly borne up on your spirits to a throne of grace. 
Pray for him, not only this night when you retire from this worshipping 
assembly, but “always with all supplications.” Let not your prayers, 
either for him or yourselves, be like rushing and turbed streams, pro- 
duced by the thunder storm; but like living springs, which take their 
rise deep in the bowels of the earth, and cease not to send forth their 
refreshing streams, despite the drought of summer and the frosts of 
winter. ‘ And so shall the Lord guide thee continually, and satisfy thy 
soul in drought, and make fat thy bones; and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like springs of water, whose waters fail not.” 
(Isaiah Iviii. 11.) 

Pray that he may be endowed with all necessary gifts and graces of 
the Spirit ; that compassion for the miseries of men, and agonizing de- 
sires for their salvation, may distinguish the whole course of his minis- 
try ; above all, that God w ould communicate messages of peace to your 
own souls through his instrumentality. For there is abundant evidence 
to believe that a general neglect of this duty is one cause why the gos- 
pel is attended with so little success. May it not be owing to this cause 
that our sermons are imbued with so little of the spirit and power of 
of the gospel? that we hear so much cavil, and complaint, and disgust 
with ministers and sermons? And would it not be well for people 
when retiring dissatisfied from the house of God, to put the question to 
themselves, whether sin lie not at their own doors?’ Did they, before 
entering the sanctuary, pray in secret for thcir minister? Did they 
pray that God would meet with and bless them in the observance of 
his own institution? If not, they have incurred the guilt of offering a 
“vain oblation ;’ and no wonder at their disappointment; for it is the 
greatest of all wonders that wrath has not broken forth upon them. 
They entered the house of God with their heads and their hearts so 
full of the werld; and so little affected either with a sense of their ne- 
cessities, or of the mercies of God, that they had not a single petition 
to oiler, nor even a secret desire that they might obtain the blessing. 
Is it at all surprising in such a case that spiritual food becomes unpala- 
table, and the preac hing of the gospel unprofitable ? 

See that you provide an ample tempor al support for your minister. 

You have heard that it is his duty to give himself wHoLLy to the work 
of the ministry. It follows of course that you must minister to his 
temporal necessities. Many very unscriptural notions have become 
prevalent on this point. The enemies of the gospel in order to over- 
throw it, have assailed its ministers in every possible shape and man- 
ner. And in none perhaps more successfully than in their efforts to di- 
vert the liberality of the people from the support of a gospel minis- 
try. Some, who, by the way, are not very zealous to hear the word 
preached, profess to attach such an uncommon degree of sanctity to the 
ministry, that it would be little less than sacrilege to speak of money as 
connected with such a holy office. As though it were unholy for min- 
isters to live like other men in the use of food and raiment! Others 
again, who can take one-half the Sabbath to indulge in indolence, take 
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medicine, or recreation, have such a horror at the thoughts of sabbath- 
breaking that they could not endure to hear a minister speak of the duty 
of supporting the gospel on the Sabbath. And even among professing 
christians some manifest their. determination not to be guilty of sup- 
porting a “ hireling ministry.” Others give as a mere gratuity, or that 
they may obtain a right to a burial place, or church privileges for their 
children. And many regard money appropriated for this purpose as 
little better than thrown away; to such it is doubtless thrown away. 
For the support of, gospel ordinances is a duty binding upon christians 
equally with any other. ‘Therefore, a conscientious discharge of this 
duty, from a regard to the authority of God, is a mark of grace, for 
men will contribute their money for that which they value most. And 
the christian knows that it is the will of God that he should honor him 
with a portion of his substance. Itis not the amount given, but tie 
mind with which itis contributed. It should be a free will offering, 
proceeding from a ready mind; and when it is performed for conscience 
sake, the widow’s mite may receive a higher commendation than the 
large sums which the rich contribute out of their abundance. 

Owing to the sneers of ungodly men, or a false delicacy, it is to be 
feared that ministers are not sufficiently careful to remind people of 
their duty in this respect; for it is a part of the whole counsel of God 
which they are bound to declare. “Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy. things, live of the things of the temple! and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar’) Liven so hath the 
Lord orpatNep, that they which preach the gospel should live of the gos- 
pel.’ And “if we have sown untoyou spiritual things, is ita great thing 
if we shall reap your carnal things!” Without a proper regard to the 
authority of God, in this respect you may, like Israel of old, be left to 
barren ordinances till you become sensible of your sin, and return again 
to yourduty. “ Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, that there 
may be meat in my house, and prove me now herewith saith the Lord 
of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing till there be not room enough to receive it.” 

Finally: We beseech you, brethren, know them who labor among 
you, and ure over you in the Lord, and admonish you ; and esteem 
them highly in love for their works’ sake. And be at peace among 
yourselves. nd the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everalasting covenant make you perfect in every good work, 
to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.— 
Amen. 





Arr. III. Some Strictures on the Associate Presbyterian Magazine. 
Mr. Eprror:—Shortly after you announced the new periodical styl- 
ed the Associate Presbyterian Magazine, edited by Rev. P. Bullions, 
D. D., the first number fell into my hand. I: would not be easy to give 
expression to all the thoughts that rose on the perusal of it, and it might 
not be for edification. Something of this nature was anticipated some 
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time ago. When men are convicted, they have but one alternative, 
either to confess and forsake their sins, or to cover them. I regret 
to find that these men have chosen the latter course. The cause 
of truth does not require a formal answer to their allegations; to an 
unbiassed mind, they carry their own confutation. And I would not 
refer to theie publication in any way, were it not for two or three 
things; but I shall be brief. Some of the scripture quotations require a 
few words, as some honest people may be imposed on by the appear- 
ance of scripture authority. 

The first with which we meet is on page 2d, as follows: “ We ought 
to obey God rather than man,” (Acts v, 29.) It appears from the con- 
text that the Apostles had been performing many stupendous miracles in 
the name of Jesus, declaring in their discourses that he is the Christ, 
and that he is risen from the dead. At this “the High Priest and those 
that were with him (which is the sect the Sadducees) were filled 
with indignation,” and cast them into prison. But this was to no pur- 
pose, for the Angel of the Lord opened it again and brought them out 
and commanded them to go and speak in the temple all the words of 
this life. For this they were again brought up: “ And the High Priest 
asked them, did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach 
in this name, and behold ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine 
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” ‘Then Peter and the 
other Apostles answered, We ought to obey God rather than men; the 
God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom ye slew and hanged on a tree; 
Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
&c.”” Here I would observe that the crime laid to the charge of the 
Apostles was preaching Christ and the Resurrection. For their doc- 
trine they advance evidence which even the High Priest dared not to 
contest, and their authority to preach was immediately from heaven. 
‘There was not even an attempt to dispute it. And there was nothing 
set up against it, but the bare authority of man. 

Let us now hear how these brethren apply this argument. 

“It will doubtless be represented to you by those who have taken 
the lead in those offensive measures of which we complain, that if we 
wished merely for a redress of grievances and a return to scriptural 
principles of discipline, we ought to have submitted to the decisions of 
the Synod in the mean time. Representations of this kind may indeed 
mislead the simple and unsuspecting part of community, but they can 
have no influence on intelligent and consistent Protestants. They well 
know from the best authority, that We ought to obey God rather than 
man.” 

Questions for “intelligent and consisreNnT Protestants.” 

1. Have these brethren given as clear and convincing evidence to 
the Synod or to any other party in the world, that they have Christ’s 
authority for their present course as the Apostles gave to the council 
for theirs ! 

2. Is it as clear that the Associate Synod are enemies to Christ and 
ais doctrine, as that the Sadducees were so? 

3. Is the difficulty between them and the Synod, that Trury are de- 
termined to preach atu the words of this life at the risk of poverty, 
reproach, suffering and death, and that the Synod are determined to 
stop them ! 

4. Has the editor of that Magazine been always fired with this holy 
zeal ever since he was licensed to preach? and is this the fault which 
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the Svnod has laid to his charge? Ought he not to answer this question 
before he takes station by the side of Peter and the other Apostles ! 

5. Whether is it most like sincere, honest and godly men (which 
these claim to be) when they are convinced in their hearts that the 
long established church order by which they had solemnly vowed to 
walk, is unscriptural, to leave the society in a peaceable manner, or to 
stay until they can subvert the minds of the people ! 

On the same page another text is brought forward to speak for them. 
“ We could not (say they) give place by subjection; no, not for an hour.” 
The words are found, Gal. ii. 5. By a little attention to the passage, 
the true meaning will readily appear. “I went up,” says the Apostle, 
“by revelation and communicated to them that Gospel which I preach- 
ed among the Gentiles, (but privately to them which were of reputa- 
tion, ) lest by any means I should run or had runin vain. But neither Ti- 
tus who was with me being a Greek was compelled to be circumcised. 
And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came pri- 
vily to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they 
might bring us into bondage, to whom we gave place by subjection, no, 
not for an hour, that the truth of the Gospel might continue with you.” 
The question at issue was, not whether Jews ought to circumcise their 
children; that was not disputed. Paul himself took and circumcised 
Timothy, because one of his parents was a Jew ; but shall Gentle con- 
verts be circumcised! A set of men, who thought that no country but 
their own ought to have the honor of sound divinity and true religion, 
and wished to incorporate their Jewish prejudices and their leg: 
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zal prin- 
ciples with the Gospel dispensation, rose up and said, They must. * Ex- 
cept ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye can not be sav- 
ed.” 

Conscious that they could not carry through their union scheme by 
fair, honest and frank measures, they rather than sacrifice their national 
pride and vanity to the giory of the Gospel of the Son of God, had re- 
course to mean, Jesuitical, underhand work. “ ‘They came in privily 
and unawares, to spy our our liberty,” &c. But Paul and those with 
him said, “ No; not for an hour will we give place to you.” ‘This were 
to subvert the whole gospel scheme at once—to fall from justification 
by grace and to seek it by works. “ Behold, | Paul say unto you, that 
if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.” (Ch. v. 2.) 

Now the reader ought to observe, that it was no feeling of wounded 
pride, national prejudice or self-conceit, that made Paul so positive and 
peremptory in relation to this point—but it was the evidence of imme- 
mediate Revelation bearing upon his mind; that is, absolute certainty. 
He says, “1 went by revelation and communicated that gospel which I 
preached,” Xc. 

Are these brethren equally certain that their course is correct’? Will 
it not admit of a doubt! Observe also that it was not the decision of 
the Synod at Jerusalem, or of any regular ecclesiastical court, to which 
he would not vield for an hour, but “ false brethren,” who had come in 
by stealth to be spies. It will be a bard problem for the brethren to 
prove the parallel here. Certain as the apostle was of the importance 
of the question to the truth of the Gospel and of his correctness in it; 
he was no less cheerful and ready to honor the authority of Christ in 
the courts of his house, by admitting an appeal from the decision of 
himself and Barnabas, to the Synod at Jerusalem, on this same question 
at Antioch. Here it was, if it could be any where, that the words 
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quoted should have been said to serve the cause of the suspended bre- 
thren. Why did he give place by submitting to their “ determination” 
tocarry the question up when he was made infallibly certain already 2 
What do the brethren say to this? Why, perhaps, that Paul knew be- 
fore hand that the Synod at Jerusalem would decide right. Very well, 
they “know in fact,” before hand, too, that the majority of the whole 
is on their side, and. that when the Associate Synod sits at Pittsburg, 
it too decides things right! Why did they not wait for it? Do they 
really believe that the surreptitious deed of constituting themselves into 
a Presbytery, which the Synod annulled at Philadelphia, is so vital to 
“a good conscience and the principles of religion,” that they could not 
exist without it “for an hour?’ They know better. What valuable 
purpose their use of the text can serve, we cannot see—that it may de- 
ceive and mislead ‘‘ simple and unsuspecting people,” is not so difficult 
to comprehend. 

On the same 2d page we find a third text quoted. 

“ We feel it indeed,” they say, “to be a heavy trial to be ecclesiasti- 
cally separated, although it should prove only for a season, from many 
loved and respected brethren in that church, who have “not consented 
to the counsel and deed, of those who happenod to be the majority at 
the last meeting of Synod.’’ The words are found in Luke xxiii, 51, 
and the connection is as follows: ‘ And behold there was a man nam- 
ed Joseph a counsellor, and he was a good man and a just, the 
same had nut consented to the counsel and deed of them;’ that is, the 
“counsel” which the Chief Priests and Scribes took to put Jesus to 
death, and the “ deed” of their sham trial and vote on Christ that he 
is worthy of death. 

The reader cannot miss their scope here. Those who did not vote 
with the majority, are “honorable counsellors, good and just men,” like 
Joseph of Arimathea. If they love to be flattered, they cannot com- 
plain here of a scant measure. But the majority who voted that these 
brethren were not the Presbytery of Albany, are like the Chief Priests 
and Scribes who took-counsel to put Jesus to death!! This, indeed, is 
no great flattery—yet it serves as valuable a purpose. It proves what 
manner of spirit they are of. ‘That cause must be desperately scarce 
of sound argument to support it, that is obliged to have recourse to such 
an one on their second page. 

There are other quotations which I may notice again perhaps. ‘They 
assure their followers and the world—* that they only follow the exam- 
ples of the Protestant Reformers and the Fathers of the Secession 
Church, in refusing submission even for a time to the unscriptural deci- 
sions of church courts.”” Would that it were even so, that they were 
ouly following the footsteps of these godly men. But it is very far 
otherwise, as they themselves must know. “ Representations of this 
nature may indeed mislead the simple and unsuspecting part of com- 
munity, but they can have no influence on intelligent and consistent 
protestants.” 

Between them and the fathers of the Secession, there is this mighty 
difference, that the latter were cast out of the established church for 
maintaining and defending the authority and order of Christ’s house; 
but they lave been suspended for opposing it and trampling on it. 

“The steps taken,” says our Narrative, p. 27, ‘“‘ by the brethren who 
were cast out of the established church were not rash, or such as men 
usually take who are moved by resentment. ‘They had eleven Presby- 
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terial meetings chiefly for prayer and conference. And at the twelfth 
meeting, August, 1735, they appointed a committee of their number to 
prepare a draft of a Judicial testimony. And after much conference on 
the subject, and many prayers for direction, this work was finished and 
passed as a judicial deed, at their twenty-fourth Presbyterial meeting, 
gy 1736.” But the suspended brethren have already proceeded to 
exercise the highest judicial authority. 

Iam sorry to see my kinsmen, according to the flesh, exhibit the ex- 
treme weakness and something far worse, of endeavoring to enlist 
Scotch sympathy on their side. We should remember that it is the 
glory of the Gospel, that “in Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek,” 
Scotch nor American. 

And in the cases that have lately been before the courts, I am clear 
to say there has been no nationality displayed; I wish I could say, with- 
out the exception of these brethren themselves and a number of their 
advocates. In the last meeting of Synod, the Scotch and the American 
brethren were on both sides. In the Presbytery of Albany they were 
ou both sides. And so they were in Cambridge Presbytery. 

It is very well known, that Scotchmen have, from the beginning, op- 
posed these men in their course And it is also well known, that none 
have manifested more bitterness, or done more injustice to Scotchmen, 
both ministers and laymen, than they themselves have done. And yet, 
after this they would have us believe that the whole of this business 
resolves itself into a crusade against the Scotch! This attempt, there- 
fore, to cast a fire-brand into the midst of the Associate church is with- 
out excuse, and must pass for what it is—the sign of a very bad cause. 
Was it by such base means that the “ Protestant Reformers and the 
Fathers of the Secession” kept their ground?) The Jews were as a 
people once famous for sound divinity and true piety, and thea they 
were small in their own esteem; but after they had slidden back from 
the ways of God and apostatized and refused to be reclaimed, they 
thought themselves the only people in the world that were favored of 
Heaven, and all the rest of the nations were unclean dogs. 

There never was a time when it would have become ministers of 
Scotland to boast; but there hus been a time when their conversation 
did show that they were in good earnest about maintaining reformation 
principles. They were men whose solidity and worth gave honor to 
their names. Were ruey now to look up from their graves upon the 
state of things, they would write IchaBop upon it, and pronounce those 
who vainly suppose that their names ought to give honor to them, a 
spurious race. This is the weakest species of self-deception, and we 
ought to despise it. It is an artifice to fetter our reason by national par- 
tialities, and we ought to beware of it. Nothing can be more degrad- 
ing to the name, or more completely disprove our title to it, (if there 
be thought any peculiar worth to reside in it,) than to espouse a mea- 
sure or a tenet because the men who advance it were born in the same 
part of the earth that we were; and in matters of religious nature it is 
to rebuild those partition walls which it was the glory of the Christian 
dispensation to demolish. 

Were it even so that our names were cast out as evil, the far better 
way, and the way taken by the “Protestant Reformers and Fathers of 
the Secession,” would be to bear it with meekness and patience. But 
it is not so, the words laid toMr. W notwithstanding. They were 
his words alone (if used) and the mystery which these men pretend to 
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have unravelled by them, has no existence. Therefore, | say again to 
all my countrymen, beware ot this artifice; it is designed to blind our 
eyes and rend the Associate Church in pieces. A Scorcuman, 





Art. LV. Observations on the Divine Glory of Christ, as the Son of God. 
[From the Edinburgh Christian Magazine. ] 


The Gospel is good news and glad tidings to perishing sinners, as it 
reveals and exhibits a full and free salvation. A principal part of this 
good news Is, the revelation of the character of the Saviour, and the as- 
surance we have of his all sufliciency, by the testimony given to the di- 
vine glory of his person. None but the great God can be the Saviour of 
sinners. No sinner that is properly sensible of his conaition, or under- 
stands what salvation he has need of, could depend for it on any other 
than a divine person. Our Lord himself accordingly proclaims his di- 
vine glory as the grand encouragement to sinners to look for salvation at 
his hand, Is. xiv. 22. Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth; for lam God, and there is none else. 

Now, as the doctrine of the true and proper Deity of the great Re- 
deemer is of so great importance, and so necessary as a foundation of 
our faith and hope for eternity, we have reason to bless God, that it is a 
doctrine so fully and clearly revealed in the Bible. Wherever he is 
mentioned, some divine name or title, some divine perfection or preroga- 
tive, some ray of the glory ef his divine character meets our eye, if it be 
not wilfully shut against the light. ‘There is particularly one name and 
title frequently given to him, whereby the glory of his divine character 
is displayed in a very striking manner, and with peculiar evidence, the 
Son—the Son of Gop. This name and ttle the Apostle John, both in 
his gospel and epistles, seems to dwell upon with delight ; and it is thought 
that the reason of his using this designation so much, when speaking of 
Christ, was the opposition to the doctrine of his divinity then taking 
place. It is not therefore a matter of indiflerency what account we 
make of the Sonship of Christ, or what we assign as the reason and 
ground of his getting that name and designation the Son of Gop. Though 
we admit the other evidences of his divinity, that will not justify our giv- 
ing up with the evidence that 1s contained in this designation, by repre- 
senting it, as not belonging to the original glory of his person, but as giv- 
en him on the account of his incarnation, on the account of his mediato- 
ry office, or on the account of his resurrection and glorious exaltation in 
our nature ; whether we fix on any of these separately, as the ground 
and reason of that title, or, as some do, join them all together. 

The bounds of this paper will not admit of entering very particularly 
and fully into this subject ; but a few things may be noticed to show, that 
the name and title ‘he Son of God, belongs to the original and necessary 
glory of Christ, and is not tounded upon his office, his incarnation, or me- 
diatory exaltation, 

I. is atrue and proper Sonship that the scriptures ascribe to our Lord 
Jesus, though it do not in all things correspond with what is to be found 
among men, any more than the nature of God, and the manner of his 
existence, can correspond with that of the creature. He is called, the 
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Son, God's own Son,* in such a way as cannot admit of understanding 
this in a metaphorical sense, or as referring only to his being some way 
honored as a son. He is called the Son ot God in a sense peculiar to 
himself; in such a sense as neither angels nor men can be the sons of 
God The only begotte nN Son; the only begotten © { the Fathe rT A Ini- 
raculous formation and birth; a high office, or exaltation therein ; could 
not make any one the Son of God in such a sense as C hristis. The 
Sonship ascribed unto Christ in scripture is such as implies, and tntimates 
unto us, his divine glory. And if any one will open Ins Bible and care- 
fully read the passages where Christ is mentioned by this name, and lay 
the emphasis upon it that the sentence requires, one would think that no- 
thing more would be necessary to convince him of what is here asserted. 

Such a Sonship belongs to Christ as implies his equality to the Father, 
John, v. 17.—26. My Father worketh hitherto, and Lwork, &e. The 
argument from this passage does not lie in this, that Christ, when caliing 
himself a Son, and calling God his Father, claims to himself divine pre- 
rogatives ; for whatever be the particular import of the name by which 
he is designed, or under which he speaks of himself, all divine perfections 
may be ascribed to him; and they are so even in these passages where 
he 1s named the Son of man.t~ But the argument is this, that Christ cal- 
led himself the Son, and called God his own Father, in such a sense as 
implied an assertion of his equality with the Father. The Jews so un- 
derstood him, and therefore sought the more to kill him, because he said 
that God was his Father, making himself equal with God, John v. 18.— 
We are not, indeed, to form our judgment about this matter by that of 
the carnal Jews; but Christ evidently admits the construction they put 
upon his words, and goes on to justify the claim of equality that was con- 
tained in calling God his own Father. He shows them, that though he 
Was now in human nature, and ina state of humiliation in that nature ; 
and that though, ia the exercise of his office, he did not act by himself 
independently on the Father, or without the Father’s commission ; yet 
he was posse sssed of all the divine perfection; he was one with the i'a- 
ther in being, will, and ope ‘ration: and, in the discharge of his office, ex- 
ercised all divine perfection in the same sovereign way that is competent 
unto the Father, John v. 18. 21. 25.26. The same thing i is evident from 
the 10th chapter of John. Jesus said, verse 30. 1 and my Father are one. 
The Jews understood him as thereby making himself God, and charged 
him with blasphemy on that account. And it appears from verse 36. that 
the ground of the charge was Christ’s calling himself the Son ot God ;— 
or, which is the same thing, his calling God his Father, rather than his cal- 
ling himself one with the Father. Now in this passage, any more than 
in the former, there is no intimation that they had misunderstood the im- 
port of Christ's assertion; and that his calling himself the Son of God 
did not amount to an assertion of his godhead; but leaving that as a 
matter certain, he proves from sc ripture what good reason he had to 
claim that title which gave them so much offence. 

Some who maintain that Jesus is called the Son of God on account of 
his incarnation, and of the union of the divine and human nature in his 
person, would evade the force of this argument for the necessary and 
eternal Sonship, by alleging, that the Sonship they plead for also implies 
his divinity, because it includes both natures, the d.vine and human.— 
But the Jews had t no notion of such a Sonshup, or of any such union of 


*Rom. viii. 32. tJohni. 14.18.: iii. 16. 1 Johniv.9. —‘tJohn iii. 13. 
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these two natures, as that thereby he should become the Son of God:— 
They were so far from considering the human nature as necessary to con- 
stitute his Sonship, that this was the very thing that made them object 
against it, and charge him with blasphemy. Thou being a man maketh 
thyself God. 

Another eminent proof that the Sonship of Christ necessarily belongs 
to the original glory and dignity of his person, is the use that is made in 
scripture of that name, the Son of God—his only begotten Son, to set 
forth the great love of God in sending him into the world to suffer and 
die for sinners, John iii. 16, God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, thit whosoever believeth on him might not perish. 1 John 
iv. 9. 10. In ruis was manifested the love of God towards us, because that 
Grod sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. Here is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us. and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Some will not admit 
that there is any argument in this, because it is also said, that God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us; Rom. v. 8. And it is acknowledged, that the name Christ 
is expressive of his office. But it may be observed that this text is not 
altogether parallel to the former: It sets forth the love of God by a dif- 
ferent consideration, namely, that of our being sinners andenemies when 
Christ died for us; while in the other, it is the consideration of the per- 
son who was given, and who was sent to suffer and die, that our atten- 
tion is directed to, as the grand demonstration of the love of God. It is 
necessary, therefore, that the person be so named and described, as that 
we may know who he is, what is his highest glory and dignity, and how 
wonderful that love is, that gave him for sinners. Neither will it avail to 
tell us, that the Sonship they plead for implies his divinity, as it takes in 
both natures; and consequently, according to their scheme also, the love 
of God is manifested in this, that he sent his Son, that is, a divine per- 
son, to be the propitiation for our sins: For this does not come up to that 
demonstration of the love of God here meant, which does not lie merely 
in this, that he was a divine person who was given for us, but that he 
was the Son of God, his orly begotten Son, and dear to him as the Son 
of his love. It is not merely the dignity of his person as one of the Tri- 
nity, but his peculiar relation to the Father, that is here referred to as 
evidencing the love of God in giving him. And where would be the 
force of that evidence, if this relation was not necessary and eternal, but 
only a relation arising from, and commencing with his incarnation and 
office. 

It may now be proper to take some view of the arguments in support 
of a temporal Sonship, and the grounds alledged for it. Some hold that 
he became the Son of God only when he became man, and that this de- 
signation is given him on the account of his incarnation,—the miraculous 
formation of his human nature,—or the union of the two natures in his 
incarnation. Beside what hath been already said about the Sonship of 
Christ as belonging to the original glory of his person, it may be observ- 
ed, that the Scripture gives us no such account of the incarnation as to 
warrant our considering it as a generation, upon the ground of which 
Christ is called the Son of God. The Father authorised it, and sent his 
Son into the world, and therefore is said to have prepared for him a bo- 
dy. The Hoiy Spirit formed the human nature in the virgin, and the 
Son himself assumed that nature into union with his divine person. But 
none of these things, nor all of them together, are represented as a gen- 
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eration constituting this Sonship. Some indeed imagine, that the words 
of the angel to Mary are a clear proof that the Sonship of Christ is 
founded in and arises from his incarnation, Luke 1.35. The Holy Gh st 
shill come upon thee, and the po cer of the Highest shall ove, shadow th 
therefore that holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called th 
Son of God. Here, they suppose that the miraculous formation of the 
human nature along with its union to the divine in the person of Christ, 
is given as the reason and ground of his being the Son of God, and of 
his being so called. The words, therefore also, intimate a connection be- 
tween the two parts of the verse; but not such as the 'y suppose. They 
might be rendered, even because; and so they would point out his being 
the Son of God as the reason of his miraculous incarnation, and not this 
as the reason of his being the Son of God. But the meaning of these 
words appears plainly to be this: They refer us to the miraculous incar- 
nation, as the proof and evidence, that Jesus, born of the Virgin, was re- 
ally the Son of God, and to be acknowledged in that ¢ haracter. The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee ; and therefore that holy birth, or that holy child born 
of thee, shall be, and shall be called, the Son of God. There is a refer- 
ence to the ancient prophecy, that a virgin should conceive and bear a 
son. who was to be a divine person, even the Son of God. That proph- 
ecy was now to be accomplished: the virgin was, in this wonderful 
manner, to conceive and bear that son: and therefore that son so born of 
her, should indeed be the divine person mentioned in the prophecy. The 
child Jesus born of her would really be, and shouid be called the Son of 
God; because this miraculous conception proved him to be that divine 
person to whom the prophecy refers.* And there are many instances 
of such particles being used, not as intimating the reason and ground of 
what is asserted, but the proof and evidence of it. 

To assign the office of Christ as the reason of his being the Son of 
God, or to allege that he is so called on the account of it, is equally 
groundless. The Scripture plainly distinguishes between the Sonship of 
Christ and his office, and makes use of the designation, the Son, to express 
the dignity of the person who sustains the office, and to show us how 
sufficient he is for all that belongs to it, as well as how far he excels all 
others. In the 3d chap. of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the excellency 
of Christ, the great Prophet of the church and Apostle of our profession, 
and the principal demonstration of that excellency, lies in the account 
that is given of the dignity of bis person as God, and the Son of God. 
A comparison is stated between him and Moses, who was the apostle of 
the old dispensation, for whom the Jews had a high veneration; and on 
this account they were much attached to that dispensation. It was in- 
deed greatly to the commendation of Moses, that he was faithful in the 
house of God, and made all things according to the pattern showed in the 
mount; and Jesus was faithtul also as the Apostle of our profession.— 
But the authority of Moses was not to be set up against the authority of 
Jesus. Moses was only a part of the house of God: Jesus was the God 
that built the house. Moses was a faithful servant in the house, and no 





*A certain aulhor imagines, that he finds a good reason for considering the incarnation 
of Christ asa divine generation, and a ground of his being called the Son of God, in this, 
that the word which signifies to beget, is applied to that subject. But the Greek word is 
ofa more general signification, and is equally applied to the conception and birth by the 
mother. it the author will open his Greek Testament at Luke i. 13. he will see the word 
applied to Elizabeth, as the mother of John the Baptist. 
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more than a servant: Jesus is a Son over his own house. The contrast 
here stated is not between a higher servant and a lower, but between a 
servant and a Son; not betwecn a servant in a humbled state, and a ser- 
vant exalted and honored like a Son; but between a servant however 
eminent and honored, and a Son whose property the house is, and all 
thatare init. Ina word, it is a,contrast between the creature and the 
great God; and the areite that Christ, as a Son, has in the church, 
could no more proceed from his exaltation in our nature, than his other 
divine prerogatives could do so. 

The Sonship of Christ is no less clearly distinguished from his Priest- 
hood; and his exce He ‘ney as a Priest is illustrated by this, that he is the 
Son of God, Heb, v. 1.—S. A comparison is. st: ited between Christ, 
the High-priest of our profession, and the high-priest of the old dispen- 
sation, and an agreement in several partic ulars is pointed out; but at the 
same time aremarkable difference in respect of the original dignity and 
glory of his person. It was necessary that the high-priest should be 
man, one of the people, that by experience of trouble he should be mer- 
ciful and compassionate ; and that he should be called of God. All this 
is found in our High-priest. The apostle begins with his call, ve. 5. and 
he mentions such an evidence of it as at the same time intimates and de- 
clares unto us that infinite dignity whereby he excels all other priests.— 
* So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high-priest; but he 
that said unto him, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 
There is no ground from this to allege that the Sonship of Christ includes 
his priesthood, orthat these words, ‘Thou art my Son, are equivalent to 
those inthe following verse, ‘Thou art a Priest, and of the same import, 
although the declaration might be made at the same time, and in the 
same way, both as tothe one and the other. The words do not intimate 
unto us, how or when Christ was called to his priestly office, far less that 
he was made a Son when constituted a Priest; but they refer us to the 
grand demonstration of his call that was given in his resurrection; and 
the meaning of these words as applied to that event we shall afterwards 
consider. ‘That it is the proof and evidence of the call that is here meant, 
none can deny, unless with the Socinians they deny that ( hrist was a 
Priest tll after his resurrection. And this evidence of his call is refer- 
red to, because it is at the same time the grand demonstration of the dig- 
nity of his person above all others, and of his being able to be a Priest 
forever. And though he was thus a divine person, yet he was a merci- 
ful High-Priest, and learned compassion by his infirmities and sufte ‘rings 
in the days of his flesh, verse 8. “Though he were a Son, yet le arued 
he obedience by the things that he suffered.” Which text can have no 
meaning unless we consider this designation, the Son, as expressive of his 
original glory and dignity, nor would it be any answer to the objection 
which is here implied. Suffering necessarily belonged to his service and 
priestly office in a state of humiliation: neither could his after exaltation 
be any objection to his sutfering them. But the difference between his 
Sonship and office is more clearly expressed, Heb. vii. 28. “ The law ma- 
keth men high-priests; but the word of the oath, the Son, who is conse- 
crated for evermore.” They in their natural character were but men; 
he, in his natural and original “character, is the Son. And herein lies the 
primary ground of all his excellency above these priests: one evidence 
of it was the solemnity of his consecration, by the word of the oath ; 


but the principal evidence and ground of it is, his infinite dignity as the 
Son of God. 
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It only remains to consider, Whether the Sonship of Christ, according 
to the Scriptures, be founded upon his resurrection and exaltation in our 
nature. ‘Thatit is so, many plead, aad refer us tor evideace uato vari- 
ous passages of scripture, none of which afford any such evidence ; but 
mauy of them, on the contrary, exhibit the strongest proof that the Son- 
ship of Christ 1s necessary and eternal. He is indeed called the first 
begotten from the dead, Rev. i. 5. but it is the same expression that is 
rendered the first born from the dead, Col. i, 18. and no way refers to 
any generation constituting a Sonship. He is called the first born, be- 
cause of the dignity he is exalted to as th» head of the body and church 
of the first born; but he did not then receive his character as the only 
begotten Son of God. And _ his being the true and eternal Son of God, 
is a good reason for his holding the place of the first born among many 
brethren, and of his having in all things the pre-eminence, Col. 1. 18. 

But the great argument used by many to prove that he was made the 
Son of God by his resurrection and exaltation in our nature, is the appli- 
cation of the words, Psalm ii, 7. to these events, Acts xii. 33. Heb. 1. 5. 
“The Lord said unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee.” The second Psalm contains a representation of the opposition 
that was to be made to Christ, God's anointed One; and it contains also 
a promise of the Father unto him, of the manifestation of his glory by 
his exaltation, in spite of all they could do. Now, the apostle tells us, 
that in the resurrection of Christ this was fulfilled. It was then said to 
him, and said in the most convincing and demonstrative manner, for the 
assurance of our faith; by that great and glorious work of God it was 
said, Thou art my Son. He was declared and determined to be the Son 
of God with power, by his resurrection from the dead, Rom. 1.4. In 
the same view, the words of the second Psalm are applied by the apos- 
tle, Heb. i. when speaking of the exaltation of Christ in our nature. In 
that chapter, the great object the apostle has in view, is to set forth the 
necessary and eternal glory of Christ, and particularly his glory as the 
Son of God; though he speaks of his exaltation also, as that whereby 
this glory was eminently manifested. The glory of his divine character 
was greatly vailed in astate of humiliation, Philip. 11. 6. 7. but it was the 
manifestation of it that was promised unto him, and prayed for by him, 
as the great reward of his service and suffering, John xvi. 5, And it 1s 
this divine and original glory, that the apostle speaks of as manifested in 
his exaltation; of which any one may be satisfied, by atten ling to the 
several particulars. There is the glory of his being the author of all 
things ia creation and Providence, which does not arise from his exalta- 
tion, but is evidenced by, and is a good reason for his being appointed 
heir of all things, and exercising power over all, as our exalted Redeem- 
er, com. Voll. 1. 15. 16. 17. 18. In his exaltation, he is presented to the 
angels as the object of their worship, verse 6. but he did not then first be- 
come the object of worship, nor was that the foundation of his being so. 
The angels are but created spirits, ministering before the throne; but he 
is addressed as the God that sits upon the throne of universal dominion, 
and as the unchangeable Jehovah who made heaven and earth. In like 
manner, the Sonship here mentioned belongs to that original necessary 
glory that was manifested by his exaltation in our nature: And it is to 
this manifestation, and not a production of that glory, that the words of 
the Psalm are applied, verse 5. And this explains how he is said to ob- 
tain this name by inheritance, verse 4. The manifestation of this glori- 
ous name is secured to him by the promise of the Father, as the reward 
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of his work. Hence also, it appears how the promise “I will be to him 
a Father, and he shall be to me a Son,” comes to be applied to his exal- 
tation: Therein the Father acted the part of a Father to him, exalting 
and honoring him as his own Son, though fora while he had been made 
lower than the angels. 

Having thus the divine testimony clearly expressed as the rule of our 
faith im this matter, it becomes us to rest in it without cavilling and dis- 
puting. Let none say that an eternal generation is a contradiction, and 
inconsistent with the eternal and necessary existence of the Son of God, 
unless they be able to explain to us the manner of the divine existence, 
how the eternity of God has no succession of parts, but is . all a present 
now ; and how there can be three distinct persons, and yet but one God. 
Neither let us satisfy ourselves with holding this truth as a mere opinion, 
or asa matter of mere speculation, but as the matter of our faith, rejoic- 
ing in this evidence of the divinity of Jesus Christ, that he is the Son of 
God, trusting in him accordingly, as able to save to the uttermost all that 
come unto God by him. Let us pray for, and press after that assurance 
and experience the apostle expresses, 1 John v. 20. We know that the 
on of God is come, and hath given us an understanding to know him 
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This (One) is the true God and eternal life. W. 


Art. V. General Thoughts on Psalm \xxxix. 15. 
‘* Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound.” 


These words have a primary and immediate respect to ancient Israel. 
By invaluable privileges they were distinguished from all the people on 
the face of the earth. The sublime address was sounded in truth; 
‘* Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like unto thee; a people saved by 
the Lord!” A particular ground of their happiness is here specified by 
the Psalmist. Many a joyful sound was heard among them. ‘The allu- 
sion is just and beautiful. It refers to the civil, and especially to the sa- 
cred use of trumpets, in the congregation of Israel, (Numbers x.) Mo- 
ses was commanded to make two silver trumpets ; and these were used 
on Various important occasions. But it is in a spiritual sense chiefly, 
and with reference to the days of the gospel, that the Psalmist speaks.— 
This is evident from his emphatic and rapturous language ; for the words 
may be translated, **O the blessedness of the people that know the joy- 
ful sound!” Would he have spoken thus rapturously of any external and 
temporal privilege? Besides, he mentions the people who know the joy- 
ful sound, not those who only hear it. All Israel heard the sound of the 
trumpets ; it was the peculiar attainment of some to know the spiritual 
meaning of such an institution. The context fully justifies this view of 

the passage. ‘ They shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. 

In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness 
sha!l they be exalted.” Are not these spiritual privileges! Even the 
| beginning of the Psalm, though it refers immediately to the covenant of 
2 royalty made with David, refers ultimately to the covenant of grace 
made with Davids Son and Lord ; for its promises run parallel with time, 

parallel with eternity. The gospel is the revelation of that covenant; 

and “O blessed is the people who know the joyful sound!” Let us brief- 
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ly consider the gospel as a joyful sound, the knowledge of it, and the feli- 
city connected with that knowledge. load 

The gospel is a joyful sound ; the most joyful indeed that ever met the 
ear of man. Was the account of it by the angel to the shepherds exag- 
gerated’? Nay; the half was not told, * Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all peopl. (Luke i. 10.) The gospel 
announces, that the true sacrifice is offered up and accepted. During the 
ceremonial dispensation, trumpets were blown over the sacrifices. What 
a joyful sound to the worshippers! As the sound of lite, that God had 
accepted a victim in their place. But that victim necessarily derived all 
its value and efficacy from the Lamb of God.“ Behold” him who really 
and completely “taketh away the sin of the world.” “We joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the a- 
tonement?” The gospel is the means of gathering the dispersed. The 
congregation of Israel was convened by sound of trumpet. Men have 
been scattered by sin. They are far from God, and alienated from one 
another. But it was predicted that to Messiah the gathering of the peo- 
ple should be. The gospel is the means of gathering them, to see the 
power of God and his glory in the sanctuary, to bend the knee in hum- 
ble adoration, to celebrate the praises of the Lord, to hear the words of 
eternal life, to enjoy, to worship, to unite as children of the same family, 
to mingle their sorrows and their joys. The gospel is the invitation to 
a feast. Trumpets were blown on occasion of the sacred festivals 
among the Jews; and these festivals were always accompanied 
with the offering of sacrifice. Man, as a sinner, is in a state of 
greater want than the prodigal whose situation is so feelingly described 
in the parable. The sinner endeavors to fill his soul with husks, empty, 
base enjoyments, which instead of satisfying, cannot even support. But 
the gospel announces a feast, suitable tothe nature of the soul, large as 
its desires, lasting as eternity ; a feast for the understanding, for the con- 
science, for the heart. [tis a feast upon a sacrifice. “ Christ our passo- 
ver is sacrificed for us.” God is in him reconciled. ‘ O taste and see 
that God is good!” The gospel proclaims liberty. The year of jubilee 
was introduced by sound of trumpet. It occurred every seventh, and 
every fiftieth year. In the former, the servant might go free, and the 
debtor was discharged: in the latter, the mortgaged inheritance returned 
to the original proprietor, or to his legal heir, ‘The time of the gospel 
is the true jubilee. Liberty is proclaimed to the captives. The slaves 
of sin and Satan, nay the debtors to divine justice, may go free. Even 
the vast inheritance of eternal life is offered without money, and without 
price. The gospel directs men in their journey through the wilderness, 
and animates them in the spiritual warfare. The blowing of the trum- 
pet was the signal for the march of Israel, and was used also when they 
went forth to battle. By the gospel, which includes the whole revelation 
of divine mercy, we are directed in our journey to the heavenly Canaan. 
It secures safety and progress; victory and triumph Over all enemies.— 
Shouts shall be heard, louder than those on the banks of the Red sea, or 
when the walls of Jericho fell flat to the ground: ‘The Lord hath tri- 
umphed gloriously.” The gospel announces the appearance of Zion’s 
King. ‘Trumpets were blown at the coronation of the Jewish monarchs, 
and when they appeared publicly. This is a custom, indeed, which hath 
obtained among all civilized nations. Now, let the children of Zion be 
joyful in their King. He is higher than the kings of any land. Go forth, 
and behold King Solomon. He is a God who reigneth. Thus, the gos- 
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pel is with propriety called “the joyful sound.” If any suppose, that the 
allusion whieh has been stated is the work of mere fancy, let them listen 
to the evangelical prophet, “In that day shall the great trumpet be 
blown,” &c, Is. xxvii. 13. We cannot come and worship properly, un- 
less we know the gospel. This leads us to observe, 

That the gospel as a joyful sound must be known. It is not said, “ Bles- 
sed is the people that hear of the joyful sound.” Many have heard of 
the gospel, who never heard it; and thus remain in a guilty, joyless, 
miserable state: even as many of old heard of what God had done for 
Israel, while they did not share in such deliverances and privileges. Nor 
is it said, * Blessed is the people who hear the joyful sound.” Alas! not 
a few hear it, who are strangers to the sacrifice, to the feast, to the liber- 
ty, tothe inheritance, which the gospel announces. But the people spo- 
ken of, are they who know the joyful sound. Blessed with respect to 
external privileges are those who hear the gospel; blessed with regard 
to gracious experience are those alone who know it. Think it not enough 
that you attend the preaching of the word regularly, that you hear atten- 
tively, that you have acquired much speculative knowledge of the gospel, 
that you make a strict profession of evangelical doctrine. Do ye know 
the joyful sound?» Have you felt your absolute need of an atoning sac- 
rifice, of spiritual provision, of spiritual liberty ; of Jesus as a leader to 
conduct you, as a commander to lead you forth against spiritual enemies, 
as a King to deliver, to defend, to save completely? If so, the gospel is 
to you as the sound of the jubilee trumpet. The sound has entered your 
inmost soul; you have felt its truth, its divine authority, its power, its 
suitableness. It is to you a sound more majestic than the thunder of the 
sky, sweeter than the music of heaven, It hath called you effectually 
from sin. You don’t reckon the sound of the moral Jaw harsh and disa- 
greeable, but rather the voice of a friendly monitor. The sound of 
heart-felt satisfaction and of cordial praise has proceeded from your lips. 
You readily acknowledge that divine grace has opened your ear; and 
you earnestly desire to know more of the gospel, in its pacifying, purify- 
ing, and consoling power. Is it not your daily prayer, that this joytul 
sound may go forth unto all the earth, to the ends of the world, that it 
may be heard, and known, and felt, by myriads? Let us attend a few 
moments to the 

Felicity of the people who know the joyful sound. They alone are 
truly blessed, and their blessedness is unspeakably great. It 1s better felt 
than expressed. It deserves a note of admiration, ‘ O the blessedness !” 
and did the idiom of our language permit the term, “ O the blessednesses 
of the people who know the joytul sound!” The burning style of a se- 
raph is too cold, and the duration of eternity too short, to describe their 
happy state. Suffice it to mention a few particulars. Those who know 
the joyful sound are brought into a state of pardon, pardon full, free, ir- 
revocable. “ Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven.” He 
has stood and trembled at the foot of Mount Sinai; he has heard the 
voice of the trumpet waxing louder and louder, denouncing vengearce 
against every sinner, against him. But the joyful sound is heard, * I,even 
I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake.” Hence 
the voice of thanksgiving, + Bless the Lord, O my soul, who furgiveth all 
thine iniquities.” Hence the voice of triumph, “ Who shall lay any thing 
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.” ‘Those who 
know the joyful sound are happy amidst personal and private troubles, 
Often they hear the sound of affliction, asthe voice of many waters. It 
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comes nearer and nearer. One earthly comfort is swept away, another 
follows, and after that a third. The witers, perhaps, come into the very 
soul, in deep spiritual distress. But the sound of divine mercy in the 
word and gospel furnishes a sufficient warrant for the confident voice of 
faith; “ All thy waves and thy billows pass over me ; yet the Lord will 
command his loving-kindness in the day-time.” * Though I walk in the 
midst of trouble, thou wilt revive me.” Nor do public calamities affect 
the happiness of the people who know the joyfulsound. Are there wars, 
and rumors of wars’? Is the clangour of arms increasing’ Is the Lord 
roaring out of Zion, and uttering his voice in Jerusalem? Hear the joy- 
ful sound, * The Lord will be the hope of his peopie, and the strength of 
the children of Israel.” Does the hollow voice of death meet the ear 
of the man who knows the gospel? Come see, in what peace, with 
what dignified composure, with what humble triumph the Christian ean 
die! *O death! where is thy sting? O grave! where is thy victory? 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vi. tory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.””. God the judge shall descend from heaven with a shout. Com- 
pletely happy, then, the people who have known the joyful sound. The 
last trumpet, which to the wicked proclaims eternal war and misery, an- 
nounces to the righteous, that the day of their redemption is come. And 
they shall 

**ascend to glory, 

While their Hosanna’s all along the passage, 

Shout the Redeemer.”’ 

Are the people who know the joyful sound thus blessed!) = Shall not our 
ears drink in the word of life? Shall we not desire, and endeavor, that 
others may hear and receive it? Shall not the deaf, the dumb, the miser- 
able, who have been made to hear, to speak, to taste true felicity, unite 
in acclamations of praise for ever and ever? [ Edin. Ch, Mag. 


Art. VI. Liberality without Principle. 


A person in any measure acquainted with the present state of society, 
can hardly have failed to observe how much, of late, certain cant terms 
are employed in popular publications, and perpetually trumpeted forth 
in public harangues. Such are freedom, civil and religious liberty, rights 
of conscience, and, above all, liberality. The last is so often echoed in 
conversation, in speeches, ‘rom the pulpit and press, and its collateral 
terms, liberal gentlemen, liberal press—illiberals, bigotry, intolerance, in 
one connexion or other, form the manifestoes of so many religious and 
political journals, and the burden of so many fine-spun orations, both by 
churchmen and politicians, that it demands some consideration. 

In its strict and proper acceptation, liberality is a valuable mental en- 
dowment; we are free to profess ourselves among its fondest admirers, 
as all intolerance, bigotry, and persecution, we regard with entire abhor- 
rence. But, taking into account the sentiments and conduct of those who 
are most noisy in the praise of liberality, and judging the tree by its fruits, 
it is obvious there is a spurious liberality current in our day, which only 
bears the outward impress, but contains not a particle of the genuine coin. 
In fact, a very slight acquaintance with public men and measures is sufh- 
cient to satisfy us, that the most boasting liberals of the day are, in reali- 
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ty, the most illiberal, and that such as are most ready to brand others 
with intolerance, are only tolerant of views and practices that tend to dis- 
order, or help forward their own schemes of innovation; while the viru- 
lence and deadly hate with which they pursue men of a better way, show 
them to be most intolerant, and ts, in truth, a fair exemplification of bigo- 
try and modern persecution, under the specious pretext of liberality. 
Were we to offer a leading characteristic of such liberality, we would 
say, it is “/eberality without principle.” Sir Edward Parry, on a late 
occasion, well characterised it, when he described it as “an increasing 
disregard of all scriptural and vital religion whatever.” 

The profession of liberality is made in reference to religion and poli- 
tics: with its application to different philosophical systems, and with cer- 
tain views of political economy, we are not immediately concerned ; and 
we shall, therefore, for the present, only notice some applications of the a 
term to the two great departments which we have mentioned, in which 
there is a plain and manifest deriliction of mght principle. 

In the first place, it is held, by liberals, to be arrogance and presump- 
tion to pronounce what doctrines are true or false, inasmuch as the sub- 
ject is involved in mystery, and great and learned men have differed in 
opinion, and professed themselves unable to come to a satisfactory deci- 
sion. The subject is confessedly obscure and mysterious—good and 
wise men have differed ; therefore it is wrong to dogmatize, and the safe 
course is to hold no fixed opinion ourselves, and to make a very liberal 
allowance for diversity of opinion on the part of others. Now all this 
amounts, in reality, to affirming, that there is no fixed, infallible and 
immutable standard, by which religious sentiments can be determined ; » 
or that the Bible, the Divine standard of faith and practice, is so obscure 
that it cannot be taken as a guide to which the conduct of the under- 
standing may be safely entrusted. We are free to avow ourselves of 
the old school of philosophy, in maintaining that the distinction between 
truth and error is not a mere changeable relation, but is real, permanent 
and immutable ; and we hold, that though truth, like some precious me- 
tals, lies deep, and is not to be discovered without patient investigation, 
yet it may be found, by diligent research, in connexion with a right mo- 
ral frame of understanding and heart. And, furthermore, we think it * 
clear that the Bible would not deserve to be received as a revelation 
from heaven, and could not be regarded as a proper standard—a perfect 
and sufficient rule of faith and practice, if it did not inculcate important 
truths of religion, in a manner so plain and unambiguous, that not philo- 
sophers merely, but the mass of mankind, may come to a general under- % 
standing of its contents. That there are mysteries in the Bible, we free- 
ly admit; the nature of the subjects which it reveals renders this indis- 
pensable ; in fact, without these mysteries, the volume of inspiration 
would want one grand proof of its Divine original, just as the volumes 
of creation and providence would want a main evidence of their ema- 
nating from the Infinite Mind, if they held forth no marks of a wisdom 
unsearchable, of designs unfathomable. But while even of the myste- 
ries of revelation it may be truly said, “all things are plain to him that un- 
derstandeth,” the Bible contains much in relation both to faith and prac- 
tice that is easily understood, much that is so plain, that “he that runs 
may read.” The Word is said to be “a light to the feet and a lamp to 
the path,” and the way of life is declared to be a way in which ‘the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, shall not err.” The things of salvation 4 
are declared by the Saviour to be “revealed to babes,” while they are 
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hid from the wise and prudent; and in very clear and unambiguous 
terms he has said, “If any man will do the will of my Father, he will 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” The radical defect lies 
here. Men’s hearts are in fault: their disinclination to do God's will 
blinds their judgment, perverts their understanding, and leads them 
away from truth into the pe rplexe d mazes of error, ‘They do not come 
with a prayerful and docile spirit to the Word: they ask not, with sin- 
cerity, the Spirit to guide them into all truth; for they feel not their 
need of his guidance ; and we may, therefore, cease to wonder that they 
are unable to come to definite views, or that men should entertain diffe- 
rent and discordant sentiments on fundamental doctrines. The reason 
is, they refuse to take God’s way of understanding the truth. While 
they act thus, is it not righteous that they should be left to wander vain- 
ly in counsels of their own? 

The prese riptiv e argument in favor of sce ptic ism or error, taken from 
the opinions and patter ae of learned men, avails little. While it may be 
easily shown, that men of the most enlarged minds, some of the most 
eminent philosophers, and men of science and literature, have been the 
advocates of evangelical religion, we freely admit that a large propor- 
tion of the learned world have either been sceptics, or the avowed ene- 
mies to Christianity, or the advocates of dangerous erzor. But this is 
just what might be expected, just what the Bible itself declares. ** The 
world by wisdom knew not God.” * Not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise.” Self-denial and 
humility of heart are indispensable to all right acquaintance with Divine 
things. “If any man among you see meth to be wise in this world, let 
him be come a fool, that he may be wise.” Pride of intellect, 1. ordinate 
desire of fame, and even baser principles than these, sadly predominate 
among men of Jearning—principles directly opposed to the spirit of the 
Gospel. Need we wonder that men under the influence of such princi- 
ples should rather be found leagued with systems that foster them, than 
with that which aims to eradicate them entirely? He that spake as ne- 
ver man spake explains the whole matter, when he says, in reference to 
such characters—* How can ye believe who receive honor one of another, and 
seek not that honor that cometh Srom God only.” The liberal and plausi- 
ble pretence against strictness in religious sentiment, taken from the 
conduct of men of learning, is indeed liberality without principle: in 
fact, it amounts to a plea set up in favor of universal scepticism, as 
Christianity itself has had its keenest opponents among the learned, and 
there is hardly an opinion, however absurb in religion, which has not had 
learned men tor its supporters. Those who advance an argument of 
this kind, had need to beware lest they themselves number among such 
as are “ever learning, and never able to come to the knowle dge of the 
truth.” (1 Tim. i. 5. 7.) 

Secondly.—Another chief maxim of the /iberalism of the day is, that 
different modes of worship are equally acceptable to God, and that, ¢ re 
sequently, it were altogether wrong to condemn men for their way « 
worship. This averment is made in different ways. Missionaries fo 
quently meet with it in Mahometan countries, in the assertion, that one 
furm of religion is good for one country, and another totally diverse for 
another, and i that both are equally from God.* Among ourselves , every 
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attempt to proselytize from a false worship to a purer system is viralent» 
ly denounced: and those who disseminate the Scriptures amongst the 
ignorant are branded as most illiberal. Sincerity is regarded as every 
thing, and purity of worship as of little or no value. John Wesley more 
than once, in his writings, declares, that it matters litthe where we wor- 
ship, if we are sincere: and many religionists, and men of no religion, 
since his day, have avowed the same sentiment. Lett suffice to remark, 
that the liberality which regards false worship with such favor, receives 
not the slightest countenance from sacred Scripture. ‘* Confounded be 
all they that worship graven images,’’ is the solemn denunciation of the 
inspired Prophet. The Faithful and True Witness himself declares 
**In vain do ye worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men.” It need not be pleaded that the worship is not offered to the 
picture or image, but to God through the image, as a help to devotion— 
even granting this, which is far from the fact, in many instances, where 
is the least scriptural warrant for such a mode of worship? Do not the 
Scriptures every where represent Christ as the alone Mediator between 
God and man! Are we not warranted, from their plainest and oft-re- 
peated declarations, to affirm, that to worship God through any other 
medium, is to pour contempt on Him who is * the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life ;’’ to oiler strange fire before the Lord; and is, in short, will- 
worship and idolatry? The liberality which extends favor to false wor- 
ship—which would place the rankest superstition on aleve! with en- 
lightened and scriptural piety—which exalts blind sincerity to the throne 
of Divine truth—and condemns, in unmeasured terms, efforts to enlight- 
en the votaries of superstition and idolatry—is, in truth, unprincipled and 
inhuman—unprincipled, as those who are most ready to avow it them- 
selves compass sea and earth, aud often employ the vilest fraud and arti- 
fice, to ssh one proselyte—inhuman, as it betrays the most callous un- 
concern, Worse than those who, beholding a hopeless maniac careering 
on the top of a precipice, make no effort to save him. 

Furthermore, it is alleged that religious sentiments affect not morals, 
and it is plausibly urged, that men of acknowledged excellence are to 
be found among all denominations. Were it even admitted, that, under 
different systems of religious belief, there have been various instances of 
moral worth, this would, by no means, justify such a conclusion. It 
may be vranted, that, in some few cases, men have regulated their life 
by a better standard than the defective creed which they held ; while, 
on the other hand the purest system has sometimes failed to influence 
the lives of some that have outwardly professed to adhere to it; and yet 
still the connexion so well expressed by the poet holds good— 





‘« Faults in the life breed errors in the brain, 
And these reciprocally those again.”’ 


Indeed, the mere outward conduct, in particular instances, cannot 
warrant general conclusions respecting the moral or religious principles. 
The morality of actions can never be determined apart from a conside- 
ration of the motives from which they spring. The Heathens themselves 
maintained so much. “ As the lowest parts of a ship,” says Demos- 
thenes, “ought to be the strongest, so, also, ought the princi; les and 
foundations of actions to be true and just.”’* In the Ethics of the Bible, 
the love of God is regarded as the grand motive which constitutes the 
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goodness of an action; and the law of God, the rule by which it is to be 
determined. Well has the poet expressed it :— 


‘* Talk they of morals, O thou bleeding Love ! 
Thou Maker of new mortals to mankind. The grand morality 
Is love of thee.’’* 


The Scriptures always represent the truth alone as the grand instru- 
ment of sanctification. Though we cannot inspect the internal princi- 
ples of others, yet, when they publicly avow their opposition to the truth 
—when they build not on the only foundation, or openly profess that a 
love of fame, self-interest, and, in fact, any thing but the love of God, is 
the governing principle of their life, then is it liberality far beyond what 
the Scriptures warrant to hold, that such persons have equi al claims to 
be considered Christians, as the sincere believer in the ‘Trinity, or that 
their actions, however praised, proceed from right principles. 

The symptoms of this spurious liberality in religion are plentifully fur- 
nished. We see it in the good fellow ship maintained by re ligious men 
with infidels, the dete rmined enemies of all religion, and in “the { favor 
shown by Protestants to the devoted hirelings of Rome. For political 
purposes, Protestants say a confederacy with suc h; and it has become 

fashionable to palliate the abominations of the P opish Church, speak of 
meron as fellow-Christians, and to apologize for using the uncourtly 
terms, Popery and Papists, when speaking of the Anti- christian system 
and its abetters. Speaking of Roman Catholics, the Eclectic Review 
says—** The imputation of fraud, hypocrisy, or imsincerity, which are 
personal qualities applied to bodies or communities, will ‘be found, on 
examination, alike absurd and ungenerous.’+ A religious man, it is ob- 
vious, must either abandon his principles, or he can have no consistent 
fellowship with those who would subvert his dearest hopes ; and every 
Protestant, of whatever name, is solemnly pledged to consider Popery 
as a system of blasphemy, idolatry, lies, and delusion. What Protestant 
is prepared to say, that Popery, as a system, 1s not the great “ Mystery 
of Iniquity?” Have not all sound expositors agreed, that it is the com- 
ing of this system which is said to be “ with all power, and signs, and ly- 
ing wonders, with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
pe: ish, because they re <e not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved!” (2 Thess. ii. 10.) Whence, then, originates all this favor 
for a system so ouiainanal this countenance to those who are em- 
ploying their most strenuous efforts to uphold it? On the part of Pro- 
testants, can it be considered less than liberality without principle—the 
abandonment of the great principles of their forefathers’ protest-—the re- 
linquishment of those scriptural principles, which they themselves have 
solemnly professed to embrace and maintain ? 

Farther evidence of liberality without principle is furnished in the fa- 
cility with which men break the most solemn vows, change their senti- 
ments, or, What is still worse, pretend, before men, to hv ld fast their profes- 
sion, While they labor to undermine the very principles to which they 
are solemnly pledged. Individuals, and even religious communities, in 
our day, seem to account vows as mere Topes of sand. The cause of 
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+ An able writer, in the Edinburgh Christian Instructor, justly observes, that ‘this nice- 
ty of distinction betwixt persons and comusunities, is abundantiy ridiculous. At this rate, 
to impute traud or dishonesty to a band of robbers, must be equa 4 absurd and ungenerous ; 


because fraud and dishonesty are personal qualities, anda band of robbers, too, is a commu- 
nity.”’ 
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apostacy is even openly pleaded under the deceitful maxim, “that wise 
men change often—fools never :” and men eat the bread of the Church, 
while they labor to overturn the fundamental principles of her constitu- 
tion. Under the covert of high pretensions of piety and zeal for reform, 
they appear to wish it to be overlooked or forgotten, that they have ever 
been bound by solemn vows; or they seem desirous that such deeds 
should now be considered antiquated—the enactments of a former age, 
which were never intended to have any practical application. All this 
is now fashionable liberality ; but it requires no great extent of discrimi- 
nation to perceive, that it betrays an utter destitution of proper principle. 
Engagements between man and man, when properly formed, are esteem- 
ed sacred. Shall men, therefore, dare to break their covenant with God, 
with impunity? If it is sinful after vows to make inquiry, how can any 
pretensions of superior light or liberality justify the direct violation, or 
the secret contravention of solemn vows! It requires no proof to show, 
that liberality of this nature is stretched much too far—that it is liberali- 
ty without principle. 

A last evidence of spurious liberality which we notice, is the manner 
in which the loudest declaimers in favor of liberality violate the plainest 
principles of Christian charity. One of the chief characteristics of the 
charity of the Gospel is, that it “vaunteth not itself.’ Compare this 
with the publications of the liberal press, with the speeches and dis- 
courses of so called liberals, which are full of boasting and self-gratula- 
tion—and how wide the contrast! As the very reverse of the Charity 
“which thinketh no evil,” is “not easily provoked,” and “ rejoiceth in 
the truth,” the spirit of modern pretenders to liberality leads them to 
bear false witness—in all possible ways to vilify and reproach the friends 
of true religion—cover their names with obloquy, and impute opinions 
and motives to them, and consequences to their sentiments, which they 
abhor. A principle productive of such fruits must proceed from another 
source than the Spirit of Truth: under its closest disguise, it must be 
pronounced to be an unprincipled liberality, which discovers an unceas- 
ing hostility to the form and power of vital godliness, 

[The remainder of this article having a direct bearing on British po- 
litics, is omitted.— Ed. Rel. Mon.} [The Coveanter. 


Arr. VIL. The Sandwich Islands. 


Having obtained information of the present situation of this interest- 
ing portion of Polynesia, from one who has observed it in person, we 
have set down some hasty and detached memoranda of our gleanings. 

Four hundred children usually assemble in the Sunday-school, at Wail- 
okui. About two hundred and fifty of these read very well, and are ca- 
pable of comprehending almost any subject in morals cr religion which 
is plainly exhibited. 

Diseases introduced by Europeans during the visits of Cook, Vancou- 
ver, and others, have devastated the Islands, and still exert a fatal in- 
fluence on the population. 

Books cannot be prepared in sufficient variety to meet the wants of 
the people, as they learn to read. This want is particularly felt in the 
schools, 
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One of the pupils of the High School executes very correct maps by 
coppe rpli ite engraving. 

The Sandwich Islands are chiefly mountains. The summits of the 
two highest are covered with snow. The population live on or near the 
shores. The mountains are evide ntly of volcanic origin, and the surface 
even now is almost covered with lava. Nota twentieth part of the sur- 
face has been cultivated. 

Forty square feet of well watered Jand will produce taro enough to 
sustain one person for a year. 

The productions of the island are taro, potatoes, yams, onions, sugar- 
cane, corn, beans, cabbage, melons, tomatoes, bananas, bread-fruit, 
grapes, a species of apple, guavas, figs, oranges, limes, pine-apples, mul- 
berries, &c. 

Two Americans have obtained a lease of a large tract of land for the 
cultivation of silk. 

Cotton may be raised with very little labor. The body and mind of 
the Sandwich Islander are in strong contrast; the former being large 
and strong, the latter dwarfish and feeble. Education and religion have 
improved this native imbecility of intellect, but it is still one of the 
greatest obstacles in the way of their elevation. The minds of chil- 
dren, however, are found to be as capacious and ready as those of any 
nation, and their progress at school is very encouraging. ‘The missiona- 
ries are often astonished at the industtry in study they evince, compared 
with the ndolence and stupidity of he nation in general. Some of 
them are successfully taught the higher branches of mathematics. 

The native temper is docile and pliant, but capable of deep malice and 
cruelty. The people are naturally ii:provident and idle. 

Notwithstanding the existence of many vices which habit has render- 
ed national, it may be said thatthe Islanders are now a moral people. 
With a small exception they have become temperate, and with the ex- 
cessive use of ardent spirits that once prevailed, have passed away the 
impure and violent amusements which attended it. The Sabbath 1s vir- 
tually observed as a day of rest, and if the school and place of worship 
are not attended, they remain at home. The characteristic crimes of 
the nation are licentiousness and theft. 

They are ready to conform to the outward duties of religion. Hence 
arises a great difficulty in judging of the sincerity of the professed con- 
verts, and agreatliability of their yielding to some system of religion 
that will be satisfied with nominal adherence. ‘The conscience is 
weak ; there is little strength of purpose or perseverance. ‘There are 
many bright exceptions to this remark in the churches, that have been 
founded on the island ; but this is one of the difficulties of their evange- 
lization. 

There are between twenty and thirty thousand who can read the New 
Testament intelligently. Multitudes have committed to memory a short 
catechism, containing a summary of Christian truth, and many “of these 
have learned it from each other, without being able to read. 

In the immediate vicinity of the stations the majority of adults, pro- 
bably, know what is right and wrong according to the Bible, and what 
they must do to be saved: but owing to their ‘habitual want of thought 
and reflection, their ideas are often very crude and confused. 

The most successiul way of preaching to them is by reducing every 
statement tothe simplest possible terms. ‘They do not understand gene- 

Vor. XV. 15 
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ral principles. Every item of instruction and of inference must be 
brought down to their apprehension by the plainest illustrations. They 
understand the Saviour’s parables better than any other part of the 
Scripture ; and are interested by the personal history of Christ. The 
boys in the high school are making fine progress in learning, and this 
source is looked to for supplying good teachers for the nation and event- 
ually preachers. 

A few men are now employed in giving public instruction to the peo- 
ple under the direction of the missionaries. One of these is named Bar- 
timeus, a middle-aged man, and nearly blind; a decided Christian and 
an eloquent speaker. His acquaintance with the Bible is remarkable, 
and his services are very valuable. David Malo, another native, is supe- 
rior to Bartimeus in education and intellect, but not so powerful a speak- 
er, or as strong in his influence, though always a very useful assistant to 
the mission. 

The civilization of the Islands is advancing. In dress, dwellings, 
and domestic habits, there is a gradual though slow progress of improve- 
ment.—S. S, Journal. 





Art. VIII. “ Korsake not the assembling of yourselves together.” 


It has pleased God in the wise arrangement of his providence, to es- 
tablish places of worship ; and to appoint ambassadors, to proclaim His 
reveaied truth in all its simplicity and purity. His designs evidently 
evince, that the ignorant might be instructed in things divine ; the care- 
less sinner convinced and converted from the error of his evil ways ; 
his believing people reminded of their responsibilities; and that all 
should know the duties they owe to Him, and to each other, from the 
least to the greatest. Notwithstanding the obligations resting on every 
one, where the Gospel is preached, not to forsake the services of the 
sanctuary, how vast a number, in this highly favored city, act as if they 
had not souls to be saved, and as if there were no God to be obeyed and 
reverenced! I know that the form of godliness may exist without the 
power; but the power seldom exists without the form. ‘Those, there- 
tore, who do not put themselves under the influence of truth, on the 
Sabbath, show that they neither possess, nor desire to enjoy, the love and 
approbation of God. But there are personal advantages to be derived, 
as well as duties to be discharged, by attending regularly on the preach- 
ing of God’s word, in his house of prayer. ‘The man of faith will not 
absent himself from that sacred place, because, he knows it is the will 
of his Master that he should be there ; one hour spent in God’s service, 
is to him worth a thousand; he would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of the Lord, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness ; his heart is 
open to the influence of truth ; it is the manna on which he lives, till he 
arrives at the fulness of the stature of a pertect man in Christ. 

The almost Christian will be much profited by assembling with God’s 
people in his earthly courts; his doubts will be removed, his faith 
strengthened, his grace increased, until he enjoys the perfect liberty, 
whereby the Saviour sets his people free. ‘The ignorant, careless sinner, 
will get his portion also in due season; the eyes of his mind will be open- 
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ed to discover the dangerous ground on which he stands; the precipice, 
overhanging regions, deep and dismal, will be fully disclosed to view. 
He may be induced to retrace his steps; flee by faith and love, to Jesus 
Christ. whose arms are ever extended to receive the returning prodigal. 
God has a word of good to address to all classes and conditions of men 
in his house of prayer. The proud will see their folly, when they learn 
that God giveth grace onty tothe numpLe. The wealthy will discover 
the value of earthly treasures, when they are convinced that riches can- 
not purchase a good conscience. The poor will be taught here, that the 
absence of wealth is no evidence of sin; and that God in much merey, 
often withholds from his people, that thing which might prove their de- 
struction. The imaginary distinctions existing among men, created by 
worldly circumstances and vanity, must necessarily be forgotten in this 
holy place, when the high and the low, the rich and the poor, the old and 
the young, meet on a common level, in the presence of Him who is no 
respecter of persons. All who desire the blessings of the sanctuary, 
must appear in the same attitude ; humble, contrite suppliants at the 
throne of God’s heavenly grace. The poor in spirit are pronounced 
blessed; the rich in faith and good works are commended; and all are 
urged by the power and eloquence of truth divine, to lay up treasures in 
Heaven, that where their treasures are, there their hearts may be 
also. ' 

Reader ! neglect riches, honors, pleasures, and be blameless ; but as 
you value your everlasting happiness, neglect not the public worship of 
God. We have no promise in the Scriptures, that God will continue 
his ordinances withus ; bless us with his truth; and be the glory in the 
midst of us, unless we obey his truth, reverence his institutions, and 
honor his name. The mandate may be issued, “ they are joined to their 
idols, let them alone.’—What apology will the man of learuing and 
influence make to God and his own conscience, for the evil example he 
sets to the rising generation, in turning an adder’s ear to the apostolic 
injunction? And what can society expect from the young, having be- 
fore their eyes the example of men who care for none of these things ? 
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 1 would say to the 
young, in love and sincerity, suffer not the example or entreaties of those 
who do not fear God and obey his precepts, to prevent you from assem- 
bling with Ged’s people ; you cannot spend the Sabbath, dedicated to 
public worship, so well as in God’s house. You will find no evil com- 
panions there—nor acquire habits of thinking and acting, of which you 
will have have just cause to repent, while the men of pleasure are pur- 
suing the phantom of an hour, which vanishes like the morning cloud, 
leaving the mind unoccupied and distressed, you will acquire in the house 
of God, a substantial good ; knowledge of yourself, and of Jesus Christ, 
whom to know is eternal lite. Asthe rains and dews of Heaven, with 
the rays of a genial sun, bring the tender plant of spring to perfection— 
so you will be watered with the dews of God’s heavenly grace ; invigo- 
rated and enlightened with the beams of the Sun of righteousness in his 
house of prayer, until you are prepared to be transplanted to the upper 
Sanctuary, where you will bloom and flourish forever, in the presence of 
your God and Saviour.— Family Gazette. 
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Arr. |X. Ministers’ and Deacons’ Children. 


It will be remembered that the results of some investigations, re- 
specting the families of ministers and deacons, were published in the 
Jast report. Similar investigations have been going on ever since. As 
in the former case, the inquiries have been extended to all the families 
of the Orthodox Cougregational clergymen and deaconsin every town 
in this State, which the Secretary has visited, and in the neighboring 
towns, so far as has been practicable. The results, including the 108 
fami.ies mentioned in the last Report, are as follows: 

In two hundied and sixty-eight families of ministers and deacons, 
there are one thousand two hundred children over fifteen years of age. 
Of these children, eight hundred and eighty-four—almost three-fourths 
—are hopefully pious; seven hundred and ninety-four have united with 
the church, sirty-one have entered the ministry, or are engaged in their 
preparatory studies ; and only seventeen are dissipated, about one-half 
of whom only, became so while residing with their parents. In eleven 
of these families—four of them ministers and seven deacons—there are 
one hundred and twenty-three children, of whom all but seven of them 
are pious ; seven of them are deacons, and fifteen ministers! In fifty- 
six of these families there are two hundred and fifty-nine children, and 
ALL hopefully pious ! 

The character of these facts are interesting, probably beyond the 
anticipation of the most sanguine ; and their interest will be greatly 
increased, by contemplating some of the peculiar obstacles with which 
this class of parents have to contend, in the education of their children. 
The Sabbath—that day when every thing conspires to aid other parents 
in the religious instruction of their children—is, with the minister, a 
day of labor, fatigue and anxiety ; a day in which he can command 
but little strength, either of body or mind, to devote to his family. 
Again, the employment of the minister is very unlike that of the far- 
mer, the mechanic, and even the merchant, which will enable the 
father often to take his sons with him, and exert an almost constant in- 
fluence in forming their characters. A large part of his time, the min- 
ister must be shut out from the world, engaged in severe mental labor 
that demands his entire and undisturbed attention. Another obstacle 
that the minister has to contend with is this: all his plans and efforts 
for forming the manners and general character of bis children, are 
oftentimes deranged or counteracted by the attentions and indulgencies 
which they receive from the numerous visiters who ever find a wel- 
come at the father’s hospitable dwelling. These attentions and indul- 
gencies, so kindly intended by those who bestow them, frequently en- 
courage a boldness and forwardness, very unlovely in children, and 
extremely difficult to be checked. But one of the greatest obstacles 
with which ministers and deacons both, have to contend, in the religi- 
ous education of their children is, the influence of the irreligious. A 
clergyman, whose parents were not pious, once acknowledged that it 
used to be his daily study and effort, when a school-boy, to persuade 
the children of pious parents to do things which were wrong—to quar- 
rel and swear—thinking that their improper conduct would afford a 
sort of license to do wrong himself. This kind of influence is exerted 
peculiarly on the children of ministers and deacons. Deep-laid plans 
and combinations are often formed to lead these children into sin. Who 
has not witnessed the cruel and fiend-like efforts of those vile wretches 
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that congregate and lounge about the drunkard’s home, to tempt the 
minister's or deacon’s sons to taste their cup of shame, or indulge in 
their other wicked pleasures, for the purposes of dishonoring the holy 
religion and profession of their fathers? 

So strong is the power of ridicule and shape on an unsanctified heart 
that many a youth has been tempted to plunge into open sin, just that 
he might prove to his wicked associates that his father’s titleh—which 
they, in ridicule, had applied to him, was inappropriate. No doubt, 
many of these wayward, dissipated persons, whom these tavern- 
loungers tauntingly tell us are the sons of clergymen or deacons, were 
made what they now are, through their instrumentality. And theirs is 
the guilt, like that of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, of whom these 
dreadful words are so often repeated, “ Who made Israel to sin?” O, 
what will be the doom of those who have tempted others to dishonor 
their own and their father’s God! These are some of the peculiar ob+ 
stacles with which this class of parents have to contend ; and yet it ap- 
pears, from the facts stated above, that a large proportion of their chil- 
dren, through the blessing of God on parental instruction, are hopefully 
converted; and they are among the most virtuous, respectable, useful 
members of society. That there have been instances, ever since the 
days of Eli, the priest of Israel, where this class of parents have come 
short in duty, and where their children have, in consequence, become 
wayward and profligate, no one will pretend to question ; but these in- 
stances do not compare in number with those that have always been 
occurring in connection with any other and every other class of pa- 
rents.— Mass. S. S. Society’s Report. 





Art. X. Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 
(Continued from page 137.) 


Cuaprer V.—The fifth Device that Satan hath to draw souls from 
religious services, and to keep them from holy duties, is, By presenting to 
them the poverty, &c. of those who walk in the ways of God, and hold 
on in religious practices. Saith Satan, Don’t you see that those who 
walk in religious ways, are the poorest, the meanest, and most despica- 
ble persons in the world?) ‘This took with them in John vii. 47. ‘ Then 
answered the Pharisees, Are ve also deceived? Have any of the rulers, 
or of the Pharisees believed on him! But this people who know not the 
law are cursed.’— Now the remedies against this device are these that 
follow : 

Remedy 1. Consider, that though they are outwardly poor, yet they 
are inwardly rich; thongh they are poor in temporals, yet they are 
rich in spirituals; the worth and riches of the saints are inward :* * The 
king’s daughter is all glorious within. Hearken my _ beloved brethren, 
hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom, wh ch he hath promised to them that love him ( saith James, 
‘| know thy poverty, but thou art rich,’ saith Christ to the church at 





*** Do not you see (saith Chrysostom) the places where treasures are Wid are rougi and 
overgrown with thorns? Do not the naturalists tell you that the mountains that are big 
with gold within, are bare of grass without? Saints have as scholars, poor commons here, 
because they must study hard to go to heaven.” 
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Smyrna. What though they have little in pessession, yet they have a 
glorious kingdom in reversion. * Fear not little flock, itis your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.’ Though saints have little in 
hand, yet they have much in hope. You count those happy in a world- 
ly sense, that have much in reversion, though they have but little in pos- 
session; and will you count the saints miserable, ‘because they have lit- 
tle in possession, though they have a glorious kingdom in reversion of 
this? Lam sure the poorest saint that breathes would not exchange 
(were it in his power) what he hath in hope, for the possession of as 
many worlds as there are stars in the heavens, or sands in the sea, &c. 

Rem, 2. Consider, that in all ages God hath had some who have been 
great, rich, wise, and honorabte, who have chosen his ways and contin- 
ued in his service in the face of all difficulties; though not many wise 
men, yet some wise men; and though not many mighty, yet some 
mighty have; and though not many noble, yet some suc h have served 
the Lord ;* witness Abraham, and Jacob, and Job, and several kings, 
and others, that the scriptures speak of ; and how many have we among 
ourselves, who have served the Lord, and who have swam to _ his ser- 
vice through the blood of the slain, and who have not counted their 
lives dear unto them, that they and others might enjoy the holy things 
of Christ in Lis own way. 

Rem. 3. Solemnly consider, that the spiritual riches of the poorest 
saints, infinitely transcend the temporal riches of all the wicked men in 
the world;} they can sit down satisfied with the riches of grace that 
are in Christ, without worldly riches and honors, &c. ‘He that drinks 
of the water that I shall give him, shall thirst no more.’ The riches 
of poor saints are durable, they will bed and board with them, they will 
go to the prison, to a sick bed, yea, to heaven with them. The spiritu- 
al riches of pure saints, are as wine to cheer them, as bread to strength- 
en them, as clothes to warm them, and as armour to protect them.— 
Now all you that know any thing, know, that the riches of this world 
cannot satisfy the souls of men, that they are as fading as a flower, or 
as the owner} of them are, &c. 

Rem, 4. Consider, that though the saints considered comparatively, 
are few ? though they be a- little, little flock, a remnant ;’ Luke xii. 32, 

‘a garden enclosed, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed ;’ Cant. iv. 12, 
though ‘as the summer gleanings;’ though but as a handful to a house- 
ful, a spark to a flame, a drop to the ocean; yet consider them simply 
in themselves, and they are an innumerable company, that cannot be 
numbered, as John speaketh, Rev. vii. 9. * After this [ beheld, and lo, 
a great multitude which no man could number, of all nations, ‘and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.’ So Mat- 
thew speaks, Matt. vin. 11. ‘And | say unto you, that many shall 
come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.’ So Paul, Heb. xii. 22, 23. ‘ But 
ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. To 
the general assembly, and church of the first-born, which are written in 








* Good nobles (saith one) are like black swans, and thinly scattered in the firmament of 
the state, even like stars of the first magnitude, yet God hath had some in all ages, 

t Alexander's vast mind enquired, if there were any more worlds to conquer. 

t Crassus was so rich, that he maintained an army with his own revenues, yet he and his 
great army, with his son and heir, fell together, and left his great estate to others. 
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heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made 
perfect.’* 

Rem. 5. Seriously consider, that it will be but as a day before these 
poor despised saints, who are God’s jewels, will shine brighter than the 
sun in his glory : they shall soon be lifted up, upon their thrones to judge 
the multitude —the world, as the apostle speaks, ‘Know ye not that the 
saints shall ju!ge the world? And in that day, O! how will the great 
and the rich, the learned and the noble, wish that they had lived and 
spent their days with these few poor contemptible creatures,f in the 
service of the Lord! Oh! how will this wicked world curse the day 
that ever they had such base thoughts of the poor saints, and that their 
poverty became a stumbling-b‘ock, to keep them from the ways of holli- 
ness. 

I have read of Ingo, an ancient king of the Draves, who making a 
stately feast, appointed his nobles, at that time pagans, to sit in the 
hall below, and commanded certain poor Christians to be brougt up into 
his presence chamber, to sit with him at his table, to eat and drink of 
his kingly entertainment; at which many wondering, he said, ‘ He ac- 
counted Christians, though never so poor, a greater ornament at his ta- 
ble, and more worthy of his company, than the greatest peers, uncon- 
verted to the Christian faith, for when these might be thrust down to 
hell, those might be his consorts and fellow princes in heaven.’ You 
know how to apply it. Although you see the stars sometimes by their 
reflections in a puddle, in the bottom of a well, or in a stinking ditch, 
yet the stars have their situation in heaven; so, though you see a godly 
man in a poor, miserable, despised condition, as to the things of this 
world, yct he is fixed in the region of heaven: ‘ Who hath raised us 
up, (saith the apostle) and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus.’ Oh! therefore say to your own souls, when they decline 
the ways of Sion, because of the poverty, &c. of those who walk in 
them, ‘the day is at hand, when those few, poor, despised saints, shall 
shine in glory, when they shall judge this werld, and when all the 
wicked thereof will wish that they were in their condition, and would 
give ten thousand worlds, were it in their power, that they might but 
have the honor and happiness to wait upon those, whom from their 
meanness they have neglected and despised in this world. 

Rem. 6. Consider, that there will a time come, even in this life, when 
the reproach and contempt that is now cast upon the ways of God, by 
reason of the poverty, &c. of those that walk in those ways, shail be 
quite taken away, by his making them the head, who have days without 
number been the tail, and by his raising them up to much outward rich- 
es, prosperity, and glory, who have been as out-casts, because of their 
poverty and paucity.t John speaking of the glory of the church, the 

* When Fulgentius saw the nobility of Rome sit mounted in bravery, it raised his medi- 


tations to the heavenly Jerusalem. 

t Mr. Fox being once asked whether he knew a certain poor man who liad received suc- 
cor of him in time of trouble, ai:swered, I remember him well, I tell you 1 forget lords and 
ladies to remember such. So will God deal by his poor saints: he witl forget the grea: 
and mighty ones of the world, to remember his few poor despised ones. Though John 
was poor in the world, yet the Holy Ghost calls him the greatest that was born of womenl 
Ah, poor saints! men that know not your worth, cannot have such low thougiits of yYoua, 
but the Lord will have as high. 

t These following scriptures do abundantly confirm this truth: Jer. xxxi. 12. Is. xax. 23 
and Ixii. 8, 9, Joel ii. 23, 24. Micah iv. 6, Amos ix.13 14. Zech. viii. 12. Is. xii. 18, 19. 
iv. 13. Ixvi. 6, 8. xv. 21, 22. Ixi. 4. Ix. 10. and Ezek- xxxvi. 10. Only take these two cui... 


tions, 1. That in these times the saints’ chiefest comforts, delights, and contents, wl. 
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new Jerusalem that came down from heaven, Rev. xxi. tells us, ‘ That 
the nations of them that are saved, shall walk in ihe light of it, and the 
kings of the earth do bring their giory into it.’ So the prophet Isaiah. 
é They shall bring their sons from far, and their silver and their gold 
with them. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron | will bring silver, 
and for wood, brass, and for stones, iron.’ And so the prophet Zecha- 
riah speaks, chap. xiv. 14. ‘And the wealth of all the heathen round 
about, shall be gathered together, gold and silver, and apparel in great 
abundance.’ The Lord hath promised, that the meek shall inherit the 
earth; and heaven and earth shall pass away, before one jot or one tittle 
of his word shall pass unfulfilled. Ah poor saints! now some thrust 
sore at you, others look shy upon you; and most men (except it be a 
few that live much in God, and are filled with the riches of Christ) do 
either neglect or despise you because of your poverty ; but the day is 
coming, when you shall be lifted up above the dunghill, when you shall 
change poverty for riches, your rags for robes, your reproach for a 
crown of honor, your infamy for glory, even in this world. 

And this is not all, but God will also mightily increase the number of 
his chosen ones; multitudes shall be converted to him. Is. Ixvi. 8. 19. 
‘Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in 
one day? Or shall a nation be born at once! For as soon as Sion tra- 
vailed, she brought forth children. And they shall bring all your breth- 
ren for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations, upon horses, and in 
chariots, in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord; and as the children of Israel bring 
an offering in ac lean vessel unto the house of the Lord.’ Doth not the 
scripture say, that the kingdoms of this world must become the king- 
doms of the Lord? Rev. xi. 15. Hath not God given to Christ the 
heathen, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession? Hath 
not the Lord said, that in the ‘last days the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be lifted up above the hills, and shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and all nations vu flow unto it.’ Pray read and 
meditate upon Is. bx. and }xvi. and iii. 5. and there you shall find the 
multitudes that shall be converted to Christ; and O, that you may be- 
hieve, and be mighty in wrestling with God, that he would hasten the 


day of his glory, that the reproach that is now upon his people and 
ways may cease! 











Art. XI. Brief Memoir of Andries Stoffles. 
(From the Missionary Magazine of the London Missionary Society. ) 

We extract the following account of the life and death of a convert 
from heathenism, as an illustration of the power of the Gospel, and 
of the happy effects of the attempts w hich are at present making to 
evangelize the dark places of the earth. —Epirors. 

His birth and early life. 
Andries Stoffles was born about the vear 1776, on the banks of the 





consist in their more clear, full, and constant enjoyment of God. 2. That they shall have 
such abundant measure of the Spirit poured out upon them, that their riches, and outw ard 
glory shall not be snares to them, but golden steps to a richer living in God. 
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Bosjesman River. He was a Hottentot of the Gonah tribe, which, as 
a distinct tribe, though once numerous, has now almost ceased to exist. 
The country which they inhabited, ts called the Zuirveld, lying be- 
tween the Gamtoos and the Great Fish River. From his boyhood, 
Stoffles was a close observer, and was gifted with an excellent memo- 
ry. With a naturally sound judgment he possessed an active mind and 
a sanguine tempcrament ; and consequently at an early age he was 
found mingling in the fierce feuds and conflicts which arose at that pe- 
riod between the Dutch Boors and Hottentots. In one of these en- 
gagements he was severely wounded, and narrowly escaped the loss of 
life. On another occasion, a wagon went over his body, and nearly 
killed him. These accidents caused much pain to him in after life, and, 
in his own opinion, considerably aggravated, if they did not originate, 
the disorder under which he eventually died. After his conversion, the 
remembrance of occurrences which had so nearly proved fatal, always 
deeply affected him, and he was frequently heard to remark, that had he 
died then, he would have been lost forever. 

His Conversion. 

An event which greatly determined his future course of life, was the 
circumstance of his being taken prisoner by the Caffres, and carried 
from kis own country into Caffreland. There he resided for some time, 
learnt the Caffre language, and was employed as an inte rpre ter. In 
that capacity he was taken by a Caffre chief to Bethelsdorp,* about the 
year 1810. Stoffles was then in a savage state, and arrayed in the 

Caffre fashion, his only clothing a dre sssed cow skin thrown losse lv over 
his shoulders, and his ‘body smeared with grease and red ochre. When 
first he attended divine worship at Bethelsdorp, he was so ignorant of 
its purpose and meaning, as to suppose that the people had assembled 
to receive rations of provisions, or presents of beads and buttons. But 
he was soon undeceived—Divine grace speedily reached his heart, 
though it was some time before his mind was fully enlightened as to the 
way of salvation. His second attendance in the house of God has 
been thus characteristically described by himself: 

“ The preacher spoke of every thing I had done from my childhood. 
I said to myself, ‘'This is very Strange, surely my cousin must have 
gone to the Missionary and told him all about me.’ My cousin said, 
‘No, I never spoke about you to the Missionary. The Bible is ‘that 
which tells you about your own heart.’’ 

The conviction of sin smote immediately on his conscience, and he 
was no longer the same man. ‘True, he returned to the Caffres, and 
tried to be happy in his former ways; in dancing and merriment, 
and idle mirth; but conscience pursued him, and he could find no 
rest. 

Laboring under a deep sense of sin, and having in vain sought relief 
to his mind in heathen companionship, Stoffles re turned to Bethe Isdorp, 
and again listened to the preaching of the Gospe ‘1; but his convictions 
were only strengthened, and the agitation of his mind i increased in pro- 
portion. Overcome by his internal conflicts, he frequently hastened 
from the Chape! to the bush, weeping aloud. Here, it is said, he would 
spend hours, and even days, apart from huinan intercourse, praying to 
God for mercy, and secking for rest to bis heavy-laden spirit. 


In this 


* One of the Missionary Stations of the Moravian Society or Brethren’s Church. 
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new Jerusalem that came down from heaven, Rev. xxi. tells us, ‘ That 
the nations of them that are saved, shall walk in ihe light of it, and the 
kings of the earth do bring their g:ory into it.’ So the prophet Isaiah. 
‘The ‘y shall bring their sons from ‘far, and their silver and their gold 
with them. For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, 
and for wood, brass, and for stones, iron.’ And so the prophet | Zecha- 
riah speaks, chap. xiv. 14. ‘And the wealth of all the heathen round 
about, shall be gathered together, gold and silver, and apparel in great 
abundance.’ The Lord hath promised, that the meek shall inherit the 
earth; and heaven and earth shall pass away, before one jot or one tittle 
of his word shall pass unfulfilled. Ah poor saints! now some thrust 
sore at you, others look shy upon you; and most men (except it be a 
few that live much in God, and are filled with the riches of Christ) do 
either neglect or despise you because of your poverty ; but the day is 
coming, when you shall be lifted up above the dunghill, when you shall 
change poverty for riches, your rags for robes, your reproach for a 
crown of honor, your infamy for alory, even in this world. 

And this is not all, but God will also mightily increase the number of 
his chosen ones; multitudes shall be converted to him. Is. Ixvi. 8. 19. 


‘Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in 
one day? Or shall a n: ition be born at once ! 


For as soon as Sion tra- 
vailed, she brought forth children. 


And they shall bring all your breth- 
ren for an offering unto the Lord out of all nations, upon horses, and in 


chariots, in litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord; and as the children of Israel bring 
an offering in ac lean vessel unto the house of the Lord.’ Doth not the 
scripture say, that the kingdoms of this world must become the king- 
doms of the Lord? Rev. xi. 15. Hath not God given to Christ the 
heathen, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession? Hath 
not the Lord said, that in the ‘last days the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be lifted up above the hills, and shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and all nations shall flow unto it.’ Pray read and 
meditate upon Is. Ix. and xvi. and iii. 1—5,. and there you shall find the 
multitudes that shall be converted to Christ; and O, that you may be- 
lieve, and be mighty in wrestling with God, that he would hasten the 


day of his glory, that the reproach that is now upon his people and 
ways may cease! 
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We extract the following account of the life and death of a convert 
from heathenism, as an illustration of the power of the Gospel, and 
of the happy effects of the attempts w hich are at present making to 
evangelize the dark places of the earth.—Eprrors. 

His birth and early life. 
Andries Stoftles was born about the vear 1776, on the banks of the 








consist in their more clear, full, and constant enjoyment of God. 2. That they shall have 


such abundant measure of the Spirit poured out upon them, that their riches, and outw ard 
glory shall not be snares to them, but golden steps to e richer living in God. 
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God for mercy, and seeking for rest to his heavy-laden spirit. 


Brief Memoir of Andries Stoffies. 235 


Bosjesman River. He was a Hottentot of the Gonah tribe, which, as 
a distinct tribe, though once numerous, has now almost ceased to exist. 
The country which they inhabited, 1s called the Zuirveld, lying be- 
tween the Gamtoos and the Great Fish River. From his boyhood, 
Stoffles was a close observer, and was gifted with an excellent memo- 
ry. With a naturally sound judgment he possessed an active mind and 
a sanguine temperament; and consequently at an early age he was 
found. mingling in the fierce feuds and conflicts whic h arose at that pe- 
riod between the Dutch Boors and Hottentots. In one of these en- 
gagements he was severely wounded, and narrowly escaped the loss of 
life. On another occasion, a wagon went over his body, and nearly 
killed him. These accidents caused much pain to him in after life, and 
in his own opinion, considerably aggravated, if they did not originate 
the disorder under which he eventually died. After his conversion, the 
remembrance of occurrences which had so nearly proved fatal, always 
deeply affected him, and he was frequently heard to remark, that had he 
died then, he would have been lost forever. 

His Conversion. 

An event which greatly determined his future course of life, was the 
circumstance of his being taken prisoner by the Caffres, and carried 
from kis own country into Caffreland. There he resided for some time, 
learnt the Caffre language, and was employed as an interpreter. In 
that capacity he was taken by a Caffre chicf to Bethelsdorp,* about the 
year 1810. Stoflles was then in a savage state, and arrayed in the 
Caffre fashion, his only clothing a dressed cow skin thrown lossely over 
his shoulders, and his body smeared with crease and red ochre. When 
first he attended divine worship at Bethelsdorp, he was so ignorant of 
its purpose and meaning, as to suppose that the people had assembled 
to receive rations of provisions, or presents of beads and buttons. But 
he was soon undeceived—Divine grace speedily reached his heart, 
though it was some time before his mind was fully enlightened as to the 
way of salvation. His second attendance in the house of God has 
been thus characteristically described by himself: 

“ The preacher spoke of every thing Thad done from my childhood. 
I said to myself, ‘This is very strange, surely my cousin must have 
gone to the Missionary and told him all about me.’ My cousin said, 
‘No, I never spoke about you to the Missionary. The Bible is that 
which tells you about your own heart.’”’ 

The conviction of sin smote immediately on his conscience, and he 
was no longer the same man. ‘True, he returned to the Caffres, and 
tried to be happy in his former ways; in dancing and merriment, 
and idle mirth; but conscience pursued him, and he could find no 
rest. 

Laboring under a deep sense of sin, and having in vain sought relief 
to his mind in heathen companionship, Stoffles returned to Be ‘the Isdorp, 
and again listened to the preaching of the Gospel; but his convictions 
were only strengthened, and the agitation of his mind increased in pro- 
portion. Overcome by his internal corflicts, he frequently hastened 
from the Chapel! to the bush, weeping aloud. Here, it is said, be would 
spend hours, and even days, apart from huinan intercourse, praying to 
In this 


* One of the Missionary Stations of the Moravian Society or Brethren’s Church. 
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state he continued for two or three years, bowed down under the con- 
sciousness of guilt, beset by the terrors of self-condemnation, and una- 
ble to apply to himself the rich remedies of the Gospel of peace. But 
He who hath promised not to break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax, at length shed abroad a clearer light in his soui—the way 
of salvation through a crucified Saviour was fully revealed unto him— 
his penitential sorrow did not cease, but its bitterness was gone—he saw 
by faith the “ Lamb slain from the foundation of the world’”—the bur- 
den of sin passed away—his eye glistened, and his mouth was filled 
with joy, for the blood of Christ had imparted peace to his soul. 


His attachment to the Missionary cause. 


When the Missionaries for Lattakoo arrived in Africa, Stoffles ac- 
companied them to their station, through the country of the wild Bush- 
men, to many of whom he was the first to convey the glad tidings of 
salvation. He assisted in the opening of the Lattakoo Mission, and 
remained there four years. ‘To the Missionaries, who placed the full- 
est confidence in him, he rendered essential service. Stoffles had such 
a knowledge of the native character, that the brethren could always be- 
neficially consult him. He travelled with the Missionaries to all the 
towns and viilages of the Bechuanas and Corannas—he conducted the 
Rev. J. Campbell on his second journey in Africa to Kurrechane, and 
the Rev. Mr. Miles through Catfraria to the Tambookie country; he 
likewise travelled much with the Rev. Dr. Philip. In all these jour- 
neys, though often wearied from the day, Stoffles never went to rest 
without singing a hymn and prayer. 


His visit to England, and death. 


In February, 1836, Stoffles embarked for England with the Rev. Dr. 
Philip, Mr. Reid, jr. and Jan Tzatzoe, the Caffre Chief, and arrived in 
London on the I4thof May. He wished to exert himself in England 
on behalf of his nation; to see, he said, the people by whom the Gos- 
pel had been sent to his country, and to express his gratitude to them 
for the inestimable blessing. These objects he effected, but not to the 
extent which he desired. Before the Aborigines’ Conimittee of the 
House of Commons he stated the grievances of his afflicted country- 
men, and produced a strong impression in favor of their claims and his 
own. ‘To the friends of Missions, in varions parts of the kingdom, his 
animated and eloquent addresses, joined with his fervent, unaffected 
picty, aflorded the highest interest and the most hallowed delight. But 
in October, 1836, his health began rapidly to decline, owing to the hos- 
tile influence of the climate, and causes before referred to, and it was 
recommended that he should leave England immediataly. On the 7th 
of November he embarked for Africa, with the Rev. J. Reid, jr. and 
the Rev. E. Williams. At the commencement of the voyage his health 
apparently rallied; but, after crossing the line, a relapse followed, and 
on his arrival at the Cape he began rapidly to sink. He was confined 
at Green Point for a short time, but was finally released from suffering 
on the 18th March, 1837. 

In his dying hours his mind was calm and resigned. He had never, 
he said, enjoyed more of the presence of God his Saviour than during 
the voyage. When he ceased to anticipate recovery, he expressed re- 
gret at not being spared “ to go and tell his people what he had seen 
and heard in England. He would go and tell his story in heaven, but 
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he thought they knew more there than he could tell them. 
The death of Stoffles will be lamented by multitudes” of the natives, 
both within and bevond the Colony; the people of Kat River, were 
scarcely to be comforted, and it was to be feared by some that his w ife 
and daughter. who were exceedingly attached to him, would fall sacri- 
fices to their grief. But many prayers have been offered on their be- 
half, that their deep afflction may bring forth abundantly the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness. 


Arr. XII. Prayer in Affliction. 

There is deep meaning in that scriptural direction, “ Is any among 
vou afflicted? Jet him pray.” Other remedies have been proposed, 
but they have all proved their insufficiency. ‘The sympathy and kind- 
ness of friends, or the diversion of the mind by worldly amusement, 
may in some cases answer to render the sense of affliction less oppres- 
sive ; but there is a multitude of cases which no earthly remedy can 
reach, and in all cases such remedies are temporary and inadequate.— 
God, on the contrary. is a safe and unfailing resort. His compassion 
interests him in the distresses of man, and his power can furnish the 
most suitable remedies; he first pities and then relieves. There are 
many considerations which suggest the propriety of an immediate ap- 
plication to God in such cases. Affictions are sent by him for the 
purpose of awakening in us a sense of our dependence on him, and 
hence, unul we, feeling our dependence, come to him as humble suppli- 
ants, it is not likely that we shall obtain relief. We must feel 
cipline, until we learn the lesson it is designed to teach. We are en- 
couraged, moreover, to approach him, by the assurance that he af- 
flicts us not willingly ; that his tender mercies are over all his works, 
and that he would rather promote our happiness, when he can do it con- 
sistently with his perfections, than permit us to suffer. We have. acon- 
fidence, too, that whatever can be eflected by infinite power and merey 
combined, can be accomplished by him. ‘The promise of God is like- 
wise pledged to afford the requisite relief, when it is humbly and fer- 
vently sought;—he healeth all our diseases and redeemeth our life from 
destruction. A trial of prayer in the hour of affliction will convince 
the most sceptical that it is the best adapted means of obtaining relief. 
The burden is removed just in proportion as the heart rises towards its 
Creator and Redeemer. The very exercise of prayer affords a very 
sensible alleviation. ‘There is no fact more familiar to the people of 
God than this, and hence they know it to be idle to make application in 
any other place. It is well, however, that we should know how lo pray 
in such circumstances. It is only to prayer of the right kind that the 
promise is made, and not to such as is selfish, which undertakes to dic- 
tate, or which is mingled with murmurs. The afflicted man must be 
sensible that God has done him no wrong in the chastisements which he 
has sent; he must acknowledge the entire equity of the Divine proceed- 
ings, and he must humble himself under the hand that holds the rod, 
with such feelings he may approach and pray with all due submission, 
either that God would entirely remove the affliction, or that he would 
enable him to endare it with unmurmuring patience ; and in either case, 
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that he would so sanctify it as to make it answer the design for which 
it was sent. If God should remove the cause of suffering, the relief 
would be immediate, and if he should impart strength to bear it, the re- 
lief would be almost equally great. he particular mode should be, 
and mast be left entirely to him who knoweth best what would be good 
for us. Whatever may be the peculiar form of suffering, whether men- 
tal or bodily, it is equally within the reach and under the control of this 
remedy. Suppose it consists in privation ;—our means of subsistence 
have been taken away, or our dearest friends have been summoned to 
death ; surely God who possesses the resources of the universe in his 
hands, can easily supply the want thus created. Or suppose the most 
painful diseases have fastened upon our frames; the great Physician 
has the power to heal, or he can mitigate and soothe. Whether trouble 
springs from worldly or spiritual causes ; whether it assails the heart 
or agonizes the body, one word from the Almighty can still the raging 
storm. ‘The experience of sa‘nts in all time past is this, “God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Let the people 
of God never forget this, and let sinners be persuaded to try the expe- 
riment. It is not merely we who assure them, but the Lord himself, 
that they will not be disappointed. If, however, men will harden their 
neck ; if they will brave the Almighty, they will not only find it futile 
to rush on the bosses of Jehovah's buckler, but destructive. He that 
alflicts them now with temporary pains, can make them suffer through- 
out eternity, under the infliction of a pain, which is emphatically de- 
scribed as a worm that never dies, as a fire that shall never be quench- 
ed.— Presbyterian. 


Art. XII]. Memoirs of Ezekiel Cheever. 
° ° - - + A” 

The following notice of one of the early settlers of New England, 
is worthy of a place in a religious journal, both on account of the ex- 
cellent, religious, and useful character of the subject, and the exhibition 
it gives of the primitive simplicity of those fathers of New England, 
who fled from oppression and persecution for conscience’ sake, in the 
and that gave them birth, to seek liberty and peace in the wilderness. 

From Allen’e Biographical Dictionary, published 1809. 

Cuerver, Ezexkie., an eminent instructor, born in London, January 
25, 1615, came to this country in June, 1637, for the sake of the peace- 
able enjoyment of Christian worship in its purity. He was first em- 
ployed as a schoolmaster at New Haven, for twelve years; then at 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, eleven years; and afterwards at Charlestown, 
nine years. 

Ile removed to Boston, January 6, 1671, where he continued his la- 
bors during the remainder of his life. He died August 21, 1703, in the 
ninety-fourth year of his age. 

Most of the principal gentleman in Boston, at that time, had been his 
pupils, and took pleasure ir acknowledging their obligations, and honor- 
ing their old master. He was not only an excellent teacher, but a pious 
Christian. He constantly prayed with his pupils every day, and cate- 
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chized them every week. Healso took frequent occasions to address 
them on religious subjects. Being well acquainted with divinity, he 
was an able defender of the faith and order of the gospel. 

In his old age, his intellectual powers were very little impaired. 

He published an essay onthe millennium, and a Latin Accidence, 
which has passed through twenty editions, and has not lost its reputa- 
tion to the present day. 


Dr. Corron Maruer, in “ An Historical Introduction” to his fune- 
ral sermon upon Mr. Ezexirer Cueever, after learned remarks on 
grammarians and schoolmasters, gives the following account of his own 
revered preceptor :— 

“ We generally concur in acknowledging that New England has ne- 
ver known a better. | am sure I have as much reason to appear for 
him as ever Crito had for his master Socrates. The short history of 
his long usefulness is to be comprised in the following article. 

In the Sermon, Dr. Mather says, “It was noted that, when scholars 
came to be admitted into the College, they who came from the Cheeve- 
rian education, were generally the most unexceptionable. He flour- 
ished so long in the great work of bringing our sons to be men, that it 
gave him an opportunity to send forth many Bezaleels and Aholabs tor 
the service of the tabernacle, and men fitted for all good employments. 
He that was my master seven and thirty years ago, was a master to 
many of my betters no less than seventy years ago: so long ago, that | 
must even mention my father’s tutor for one of them.” 

Particular notice is taken of “ his piety, and his care to infuse docu- 
ments of piety into the scholars under his charge, that he might carry 
them with him to the heavenly world. He so constantly prayed with 
us every day, and catechized us every week, and let fall such holy 
counsels upon us; he took so many occasions to make speeches to us, 
that should make us afraid of sin, and of incurring the fearful judg- 
ments of God by sin,—that I do propose him for imitation.” 

Having shown what his “master was in the school,” he adds, “Out 
of the school, he was one, antiqua fide, pricis moribus ; a Christian 
of the old fashion; an Ory New EnGuanp Curistian ; and | may tell 
you, that was as venerable a sight as the world, since the days of prim- 
itive Christianity, has ever looked upon. He was well studied in the 
body of divinity; an able defender of the faith and order of the gospel; 
notably conversant and acquainted with the scriptural prophecies. 

“He lived as a masler the term which has been, for above three 
thousand years, assigned for the life of man; he continued to the 
ninety-fourth year of his age,—his intellectual force as little abated as 
his natural.” 

In a poetical “Essay” on his memory, Dr. M. ascribes the learning 
of New England to him and to Corlet, another eminent schoolmaster, 
who taught the grammar school in Cambridge tor many years, and 
who is celebrated in the Magnalia :— 

*’Tis Corlet’s pains, and Cheever’s, we must own, 
That thou, New England, art not Scythia grown.” 

In the following description, we perceive characteristics of the 
writer, as well as the master :— 

‘* He /ived, and to vast age no illness knew; 
Till Time’s scythe, waiting for him, rusty grew. 


He lived and wrought; his labors were immense ; 
He ne’er declined to preterperfect tense.’’ 
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Note on Ezekiel Cheever, by William Lyon, Esq., of New Haven, Conn. 

In anote [Coll. Hist. Soc., Vol. V II. ] under the account of Ezekiel 
Cheever, some further information is desired respecting him. 

[ am ignorant whether he came from England with Governor Eaton, 
in 1637, or joined him at Boston; but he came to New Haven with 
him. His name appears in the Plantation covenant, signed in New- 
man’s barn, June 4, 1639. Although a poor man, he must have been 
in considerable estimation, as he signed among their principal men.— 
Every thing was done with muc h formality at that time. By their 
doomsd: iy- -bouk, I find his family consisted of himself and wife only.— 
She died in 1649. His estate was set at £20, and a few acres of wild 
land beside. He taught school, and sometimes conducted public wor- 
ship. [tis probable that he wrote his Accipence at New Haven. In 
1644, his salary was raised to £30 per annum; for three years before 
he had received but £20 per annum. 

When the church was gathered, John Davenport directed them “to 
select eleven of their most godly men as a nomination for church pil- 
lars; that there might be no blemish in church work.” Cheever was 
chosen fur one. These were to select seven among themselves, because 
we read in Proverbs, “ Wisdom hath hewa out her seven pillars.” 


Art. XIV. Miscellany. 


Persury or Jurors.—Jurors are sworn to try the casesbefore them 
according to law and evidence, and not according to their own notions 
of what the law ought to be. If, therefore, because they think that 
the punishment of death ought never to be inflicted, they bringin a ver- 
dict of not guilly on an indictment for murder, when they believe that, 
according to the law and evidence, the accused is guilty, they commit 
perjury. As an admonition on this subject, we copy the following, 
from the N. Y. Gazette : 

Let the Law be abolished or enforced—one or the other.—The misera- 
ble woman Kief, tried lately in Maine, for the murder of her own hus- 
band by administering poison, and acquitted by the jury, appears to 
have been not only palpably guilty of the crime charged upon her, but 
proved guilty by the testimony before the Court and Jury. The only 
reason assigned for this preposterous perjury—for it was nothing else 
—is the fact that there is “a growing dislike among jurors to convict 
for a capital crime.” We believe there is that dislike, and we regret 
to believe that it is “ growing.” We have been convinced for some 
time that there is a spirit becoming more and more prevalent in the 
world—not only not to convict for capital crime, but to consider it re- 
puguant to the advanced “enlightenment of the age,” to punish crime 
atall. The world is getting too good to be gov erned. “ Human free- 
dom” has opened shop, and intends to do business hereafter in connex- 
ion with the ultra virtuous, under the firm of “ Universal Philanthropy.” 
Very well, let the wosld trv it. There is no uncertainty in the result. 
Human freedom will swim for a few years in the blood of its own shed- 
ding, until the philosophy will tire of too much of its own etheriality, 
and hand over said world to a more vindictive code of punishment than 
it has ever yet known, simply to save itself from the cruelty of its own 
systein! 

But, until the community has come to the conclusion to do away with 
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all law but the promptings of the sublimated philanthropy that is abroad, 
it is as well, we think, for juries to do their duty, as it is enjoined by 
the laws that are still nominally allowed to be in force, and not to com- 
mit perjury for fear of running counter to an abstraction. Jurors are 
never chosen to act as legislators, and have no right to assume the 
functions of legislators.”--[.NV. Y. Observer. 


Movrnine ror Frrenps.—Grief at the loss of friends is natural. To 
say, therefore, that tears for the deceased are unseasonable, because they 
are unprofitable, is to speak without regard to the state and condition of 
human nature. A pious tear is a sign of humanity and generosity—but 
still, exceeding care must be taken that men do not run into excesses of 
thiskind. ‘To grieve may be laudable—to be loud and querulous is child- 
ish, and tu carry matters so far as to refuse comfort is inexcusable. It is 
impious towards God, without whose permission nothing happens in the 
world—it expresses too great a disregard to other men, as though no one 
remained worthy of esteem or love—and it is highly prejudice ial to our- 
selves, as it impairs our health, weakens our minds, unfits us for our sev- 
eral offices, and sometimes ends in death itself.— Bishop Conybeare. 





Prussta.—The Tyrolese Exiles.—The Editor of the Lutheran Ob 
server puplishes a letter, addressed to him by ‘ Marianna, Princess Wil- 
liam of Prussia, wife of the brother of the present King of Prussia, 
one of the most amiable, interesting, and deservedly popular princesses 
in Europe.” In introducing it, he says 

** No class of Christians in the world are more devout and devoted 
than those of Germany, and in no country do we find, comparatively 
speaking, so many eminent Christians in the higher and more refined 
walks of life as in Prussia. A considerable portion of the Court—many 
of the highest officers in the army and of the state, and of the most 
eloquent and popular preachers are not only orthodox but de cidedly pi- 
ous, and burn witha holy ardor in the cause of Jesus Christ. 

In her letter the princess remarks : 

“] occasionally hear from your country through a minister of the 
Moravian Church in Nazareth; his name is Mr. Reuchel; perhaps you 
may fa!l in company with him, and hence I mention his name; he is 
a truly pious youngman. The ambassador from the U. States to this 
court, the Hon. Mr. Wheaton, also occasionally gives me information 
concerning your country. 

“Fy usually spend my summers on an estate in Silesia; last summer I 
enjoyed my country residence very much. The expelled Christians 
from Tyrol (die Zillerthaler) had settled in our immediate vicinity ; 
they left every thing in Zillerthal for the sake of their religion—O how 
my faith was strengthened, and my affections elevated by my inter- 
course with those devoted Christians. I regard it as a distin-uished 
favor of God that they were i 





Art. XV. Notices. 
“ Proceeding of the Associate Presbytery of Cambridge, in Relation to 
Rev. D. Stalker and Rev. A. Bullions, D. D. 
There has been just issued from the Press of Hoffman & White, of 
this city, a pamphlet of eighty-four pages of the above title; it has 
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been prepared and published by a Committee of Presbytery appointed 
for the purpose. It consists chiefly of the documents relative to the 
cases which issued in the deposition of the two brethren, by their Pres- 
bytery ; which sentences were confirmed by a large vote of the As- 
sociate Synod at its late meeting in‘Philadelphia. Ample and strong 
testimony is given from the most unexceptionable witnesses, proving all 
the material points in the proceedings. The facts brought to light in 
the history of these proceedings, while they are truly painful and hu- 
miliating to contemplate, abundantly vindicate that Presbytery and 
the Associate Synod from the calumnious aspersions which have been 
heaped upon them by the partisans and abettors of these men. These 
facts also show what has been the spirit of that opposition which has 
for ten years past been carried on against the discipline, order and 
peace of our church in this section, and exhibit some mournful instances 
of departure from moral rectitude. Dr. B., according to his own 
acknowledgement, has been guilty of raising and circulating “ unfound- 
ed and slanderous charges against the brethren,” which, if true, would 
have disqualified them from sitting in an ecclesiastical court, or indeed 
exercising any part of the ministerial office ; and yet he refuses to ex- 
press “unfeigned sorrow” for it, and will submit to a rebuke for it 
‘only in deference to Presbytery.” 

The proof convicting him, of having either written or caused to be 
written, and circulating certain anoymous slanderous letters, is conclu- 
sive and pointed : 

ist. By witnesses proving the identity of his hand-writing. 

2d. By his having read and showed one of the ietters, or a copy, to 
two of his brethren assisting him on a sacramental occasion many 
months before any of them appeared to have been put in circulation. 

The history of Mr. Stalker’s case, which also issued in his deposi- 
tion, exhibits a singular instance of obstinacy. 


The Associate Reformed Synod of New-York.—This ecclesiastical 
judicature held its Annual Session at Salem, in Washington County, on 
the first and second weeks of September. We have not yet seen the 
minutes of their proceedings—we hope in due time to notice such of 
their proceedings as are of general interest. We have, however, Jearn- 
ed with satisfaction, that Synod have succeeded in carrying some 
reforming measurcs—particularly in relation to the scheme of inter- 
communion—and although the friends of reform were disappointed in 
making the use of the Scripture Psalmody aterm of communion in that 
church, yet they received such encouragement as to hope to carry the 
measure by another year. 
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